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1. [ATLAS]. ARROWSMITH, [Aaron] & [Samuel] Lewis. A New and Elegant General Atlas. Comprising All the New Discoveries, to the Present Time. Containing Sixty Three Maps, Drawn By Arrowsmith and Lewis. Intended to Accompany the New Improved Edition of Morse’s Geography, but Equally Well Calculated to Be Used with His Gazetteer, or Any Other Geographical Work. Boston: Published by Thomas & Andrews. Sold at Their Bookstore, No. 45, Newbury-Street, and by the Principal Booksellers in the United States, May, 1812. [4] pp. (title and list of maps), 63 copper-engraved maps (2 foldout). Small 4to, contemporary sheep over boards covered with paper. Sheep dry and worn, front hinge cracked and weak, fragile paper-covered boards worn (especially at corners and edges). Interior age-toned and with mild to moderate offsetting, staining, and foxing, overall a very good, complete, unsophisticated copy. This copy is in its original uncolored state (the atlas is more frequently found with crude hand-coloring).


The first edition of this early, influential American atlas was published at Philadelphia in 1804, with an edition following at Boston in 1805. The present edition contains the same maps as the first edition, plus seven new maps. American Imprints 24632. Cohen, Mapping the West, p. 80 (commenting on the Louisiana map): “The Samuel Lewis map was the primary map of the newly purchased territory of Louisiana and its surroundings and, as such, reflected the shaped American popular geographical images of the western interior at the time of Lewis and Clark.” Phillips, Atlases 718. Walsh, Maps Contained in the Publications of the American Bibliography 1639-1819, pp. 141-143. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 259, 260, 261 & 262 (listed in both vols. I and II).


This atlas contains twenty-two maps of American interest, including four very important ones relating to the American West which also appeared in the 1804 edition:

(1) Louisiana Drawn by S. Lewis. 25 x 20.2 cm (9-7/8 x 8 inches). Extends from New Albion and the Pacific shores, with the prominent feature being “Roche or Stoney Mns. [Rocky Mountains]. The map is illustrated in Wheat (vol. II, plate following p. 2) and Cohen ( p. 81). “The most interesting of the four maps.... It is not too much to say that, until Lewis and Clark’s own map appeared in 1814, the Soulard map, in the version offered to the public by Arrowsmith and Lewis constituted the most ambitious, and—despite its many obvious infirmities—the most informative published attempt to portray the West and Northwest of what is now the United States” (Wheat, vol. II, pp. 4-8; see vol. II, pp. 9-12 for a fascinating discussion of the other three maps relating to the American West and Texas; also, vol. I, pp. 157-160).

(2) British Possessions in America.... 19.8 x 24.7 cm (7-7/8 x 9-3/4 inches).

(3) Spanish Dominions in North America.... 20.2 x 24.7 cm (8 x 9-3/4 inches).

(4) North America. 24.6 x 20 cm (9-5/8 x 8-1/4 inches).


This atlas in its portrayal of the American West is a summation of all the hopes and fears of various competing factions for possession of the North American West. The present mapmakers give some emphasis to British pretensions to the territories shown, while nodding to Spanish and U.S. possessions. Probably deliberately, the western portions of geographical knowledge are shown basically in nebulous outline, although the map of Louisiana is based upon the apparently solid and experienced work done by French mapmaker Antoine Soulard, who is given no credit here. In this Louisiana map, based upon Soulard’s projections, Louisiana stretched almost coast-to-coast, reflecting French pretensions and probably published in this form as a warning to those pretensions rather than as an actual portrayal of facts. Despite those prejudices, the maps here in some form were the ones used by Lewis and Clark in their explorations, and they had to contend with the inaccuracies embodied in them. It was not until the 1814 publication of Lewis and Clark’s travels that the portrayals here were somewhat corrected. (See Wheat, vol. II, pp. 4-8; see vol. II, pp. 9-12 for a fascinating discussion of the other three maps relating to the American West and Texas; also, vol. I, pp. 157-160). Interestingly, U.S. mapmaker Samuel Lewis took editorial responsibility for both the maps here and the ones published in the 1814 Lewis and Clark report.


This discussion does not encompass other notable maps in Arrowsmith and Lewis’s atlas, such as the map of Ohio, which was the first separately printed map of Ohio (see Thomas H. Smith, The Mapping of Ohio; Kent: Kent State University Press, 1977).


Aaron Arrowsmith (1750-1823), prominent English cartographer, engraver, and publisher, created about two hundred maps during his illustrious career. He became hydrographer to the Prince of Wales around 1810, and to the king in 1820. Samuel Lewis (fl. 1774-1807), noted American draftsman, penman, cartographer, and geographer, published both independently and jointly with Arrowsmith. Samuel Lewis “is to be especially remembered as the draftsman who put in form for publication the celebrated map (originally drawn by William Clark) that in 1814 gave to the world its first detailed reflection of the American Northwest, as Lewis and Clark had pictured it” (Wheat, vol. II, p. 5, footnote 3; see also Wheat 316 and 317).

($1,000-3,000)

The Nathan Appleton Copy of the 1838 Bradford Atlas—With the Texas Map

2. [ATLAS]. BRADFORD, T[homas] G[amaliel]. An Illustrated Atlas, Geographical, Statistical, and Historical, of the United States, and the Adjacent Countries. Boston: Weeks, Jordan, and Company, [1838]. [4] 170 pp., 39 engraved plates as follows: 1 engraved pictorial title with hand-colored vignettes (views of Niagara Falls, the Capitol, medallions of a Native American and George Washington, and various American flora and fauna, within border composed of snakes and cane poles), 5 sheets of city plans with contemporary coloring (plan of New York City bound at front of atlas, opposite the title page, with purple tissue protective sheet in between), 33 maps with contemporary color outlining and shading, the map of the United States being double-sheet. The plate list at the front calls for 40 maps and plates, but the double-sheet map of the U.S. is counted on the plate list as two maps, making an actual total of 39 maps and plates. Small folio (42.6 x 34.8 cm; 17-7/8 x 13-3/4 inches), contemporary three-quarter brown leather over plum cloth with embossed floral pattern, spine gilt in five compartments with wide raised bands, the bands tooled in gold on spine, publisher’s gilt-lettered burgundy leather label on upper cover, endpapers of thick sheened cream paper with brown floral stippled pattern. Binding with some edge wear and fading, marginal browning to some sections of endpapers due to contact with the leather, occasional mild foxing (mostly confined to endsheets and preliminary and terminal blanks), occasional offsetting from maps to text. The maps are uniformly very fine with very good coloring. Overall a very fine, complete, handsome copy with early nineteenth-century bookplate of Nathan Appleton, whose coat of arms consists of three apples surmounted by an elephant head. Appleton (1779-1861), U.S. merchant, manufacturer, financier, politician, and philanthropist, is best known as a pioneer in establishing textile manufacturing in New England and combining economic development with social responsibility.


The Texas map is as follows: Texas. [Boston], 1838. Engraved map (by G. W. Boyton), original outline coloring in blue, borders shaded blue. 35.7 x 28.8 cm (14 x 11-3/8 inches). There are at least six different versions of Bradford’s Texas map, all from the atlases that Bradford published between 1835 and 1840. The earliest of the Texas maps came out in Bradford’s 1835 atlas in small format and with outline coloring. In 1838, Bradford revised his atlas to this larger format. He made the map of Texas larger and updated it to reflect new knowledge. Variations occur in engraving and coloring, such as full color versus outline color. We have seen at least four versions of Bradford’s large-format Texas map from the same plate, the present copy being an intermediate state with outline coloring advancing the border of Texas to the Rio Grande, but with land grants rather than county lines, which came later, and here the city of Austin is not yet located. Bradford was the first maker of atlases to include a separate map for Texas. Martin & Martin 31: “Bradford[’s large-format]...map of Texas...was even more clearly patterned on [Stephen F.] Austin’s. Aside from showing Texas as a separate country, the map and text Bradford inserted into his atlas is historically important for clearly demonstrating the demand in the United States for information about Texas during the Revolution and the early years of the Republic. It also serves to confirm the importance of Austin’s map as source for that information.”


First edition of Bradford’s large-format atlas, one of the first U.S. atlases with lengthy textual information, and the earliest atlas published in the United States that contained maps of Texas as a republic (see Martin & Martin, plate 31). Howes B701. Phillips, Atlases 1381n. Sabin 7261. Streeter Sale 88. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 430 & 431 & II, p. 165.

($8,000-16,000)

Early American Pocket Atlas

3. [ATLAS]. Gibson, John. Atlas Minimus; or, A New Set of Pocket Maps, of Various Empires, Kingdoms, and States, with Geographical Extracts Relative to Each. Drawn and Engraved by J. Gibson, from the Best Authorities, a New Edition, Revised, Corrected, and Improved. Philadelphia: Mathew Carey, April 14, 1798. [82] pp., 36 copper-engraved maps. 24mo (13.2 x 9.7 cm; 5-1/8 x 3-3/4 inches), nineteenth-century full dark brown calf, covers stamped with elaborate floral motif, gilt-lettered black calf spine label (upper cover neatly reattached). Title page with two minor losses in upper blank margin where former ink inscription was abraded, uniform light to moderate foxing and offsetting, first few leaves lightly stained, generally very good, maps fine. Contemporary ink ownership inscription in ink on title.


First American edition (originally published at London, ca. 1758; see Phillips, Atlases 621). Evans 33794. Phillips, Atlases 691. Walsh, Maps Contained in the Publications of the American Bibliography, 1639-1819 #E33794 (p. 52). Wheat & Brun, Maps & Charts Published in America before 1800, p. 169: “Maps have been re-engraved from the 1792 (English) edition except for the map of France. The descriptive notes have been omitted on the American maps.”


It would appear that the present Atlas Minimus is the first 24mo-format pocket atlas published in the U.S. Small-format pocket atlases were conceived early; the first such atlas created to address the needs of travelers is thought to be Ptolemy’s La Geografia (Venice: Niccolo Bascarini for Giovanni Battista Pedrezano, 1548). Others are well-known, such as John Seller’s 1679 Atlas Minimus in London. In the early decades of U.S. printing there are a few 24mo-format geographies containing a few maps, such as those of Benjamin Workman (1789) and Charles Smith (1795). Mathew Carey published the American Pocket Atlas in 1795, but it was 12mo in format. Publisher Carey states in the preface that this petite atlas forms a good companion piece to his large atlas of the United States published earlier that same year. He also states that the atlas is “intended to give young gentlemen and ladies a general idea of geography” (p. [3]). This atlas is an early (if not the first) atlas published in the U.S. meant for young people.


In the present copy, the Index calls for 38 leaves of maps; this copy does not have the maps of Africa, North & South America, and Asia; however, it has maps of Brazil, Paraguay, and Peru that are not called for but clearly issued with this copy. It also lacks Explanations 3 through 6, which would seem to be the ones meant to accompany the absent maps; however, it has present Explanations 39 through 41, meant to accompany the South American maps here present. This volume is probably complete, therefore, as sold to the original purchaser.


Most of the maps were engraved by Joseph T. Scott of Philadelphia; France and Egypt by William Barker; Denmark by Francis Shallus; Turkey in Europe, Naples & Sicily, Brazil, Paraguay, and Peru by J. Roche; five are unattributed. See Groce & Wallace and Stauffer, Fielding & Gage, American Engravers upon Copper and Steel for more information on these engravers.

($2,000-4,000)

4. [ATLAS]. JOHNSON, [Alvin Jewett]. Johnson’s New Illustrated (Steel Plate) Family Atlas, with Physical Geography, and with Descriptions Geographical, Statistical, and Historical, and Including the Latest Federal Census, a Geographical Index, and a Chronological History of the Civil War in America. By Richard Swainson Fisher, M.D.,...Maps Compiled, Drawn, and Engraved under the Supervision of J. H. Colton and A. J. Johnson. New York: Johnson and Ward, Successors to Johnson and Browning (Successors to J. H. Colton and Company), 1864. 105 [1, terminal ad for Johnson’s firm] pp., 67 engraved plates as follows: 2 single-sheet plates (American Atlas [uncolored pictorial title] and A Diagram Exhibiting the Difference of the Time between the Places Shown & Washington [colored]); 2 double-sheet colored plates: Mountains and Rivers and Johnson’s New Chart of National Emblems; 63 plates of maps with original hand coloring to states and regions (31 double-sheet maps and 28 single-sheet maps; 3 of the single-sheets with 2 maps per sheet; maps with ornate borders, many maps with views and inset detail maps and plans); numerous text engravings (6 colored spheres, numerous uncolored detail maps, views, indigenous peoples, diagrams, etc.). Folio, original three-quarter black roan over embossed olive green cloth, upper cover with large gilt-embossed title and seal of national symbol of eagle clutching arrows and olive branch, large stars flanking the seal (design repeated, blind embossed, on lower cover), original marbled endpapers and edges. Roan binding chipped and worn (especially at extremities, joints, and lower corners, which are bumped). The interior and maps are fine and bright with only occasional foxing and spots, two old tape repairs to versos of 2 plates. Laid in is publisher’s printed notice, which assists in understanding the varying complement of maps found in the Johnson atlases of that era: “To the Subscribers to our New Atlas” stating, “In order to avoid the expense of purchasing any other Map or Atlas for Many Years, we, the undersigned...have gone to the cost and trouble of having inserted Extra Guards between the maps in the Atlas, so that any person with a little Mucilage or Paste can easily introduce new Maps from time to time, without the least detriment to the work. Should there be important changes made, such as New Territories laid out; New States admitted; a Railroad to the golden shores of the Pacific established, or any other marked change...requiring a few New Maps, they will, of course, be made for our Atlas.”


This is an early intermediate version of A. J. Johnson’s very popular and enduring atlas, which, as can be seen from the imprint above, had a complex publishing history. According to Ristow, the atlas owed its genesis to J. H. Colton’s sale of the copyright to his atlas to Johnson in 1860, the year the atlas was first published in the present format by Johnson. Johnson was a leading atlas publisher during and after the Civil War, and the New Illustrated Family Atlas is considered his foremost work. Various editions are listed by Phillips for several decades commencing in 1860 (see Atlases 837, 840, 843, etc.). The plates were based on Colton’s maps, but the decorative borders were changed. Colton’s maps were engraved on steel plates and transferred to lithographic stones for printing, rather than the cheaper wax-engraving method used by most map publishers of the era.


The present version of the atlas is augmented with information on the progress of the Civil War, in both the maps and the lengthy detailed text entitled “The Chronological History of the Great Rebellion” (pp. 96-105), which terminates with the text of Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. The double-sheet plate of international emblems and flags includes seven flags of the United States, but predictably, not the rogue flag of the Confederates. The ad leaf at the end presents the publishers’ hype (“The Largest, Finest Executed, and Only Illustrated Township Atlas of the World Ever Published”) and endorsements by “distinguished gentlemen,” including inventor Samuel Morse and A. J. Hamilton of Texas. About half the maps focus on the United States and America, including a military map of the U.S. showing forts and posts.


The large, handsome engraved title, first published in J. H. Colton’s American Atlas (1855), is the work of Carl Emil Doepler (1824-1905), a Warsaw artist who came to the U.S. in 1849 and worked as an illustrator for Harper & Brothers and Putnam (see Hamilton, Early American Book Illustrators and Wood Engravers, pp. 119-120 and Groce & Wallace, p. 182). Doepler’s grand print “illustrates the potency of Manifest Destiny in the formation of a national identity for the United States. It depicts the westward expansion of the U.S. from the East (background), across the Great Plains (center ground), to the first settlements hewn from the wooded slopes of the Rockies (foreground). A group of Native Americans—depicted in a highly romanticized manner, as befits an image originally prepared by a German artist for a European audience—witness the inexorable advancement of American civilization, even as they are excluded from it. Carl Emil Doepler’s image reminds us that the identity constructed for the United States in the nineteenth century by maps and atlases was overwhelmingly one of a nation of Northern European–descended Protestant men” (Edney, Mapping the Republic: Conflicting Concepts of the Territory and Character of the U.S.A., 1790-1900).

($1,000-3,000)

5. [ATLAS]. RAND, McNALLY & CO. New Indexed Atlas of the World Containing Large Scale Maps of Every Country and Civil Division upon the Face of the Globe, Together with Historical, Statistical and Descriptive Matter Relative to Each. Illustrated by Numerous Colored Diagrams, Accompanied by a New and Original Compilation Forming a Ready Reference Index, Which Presents as Its Special Feature the Arrangement in Alphabetical Order of Nearly All Known Geographical Names.... Chicago, 1887. 731 pp. (all but 3 plates and maps included in pagination), 97 cerographed and lithographed maps, the majority in color, most double-page, 4 large and folding (Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, and Texas—the folding maps are cerographed), 7 lithographed color plates (comparative architecture, flags, religious distribution, solar system, navy tonnage, military power, emigration statistics diagram), numerous engraved text illustrations (mostly views, but some maps and plans). Small, thick folio, original morocco-texture red sheep, lettered and decorated in gilt, beveled edges, a.e.g. Binding rubbed and worn (especially lower cover), but much better than usually found. A few minor repairs and splits to maps and U.S. map loose. Generally, the interior and maps are fine.


The first edition of this atlas listed by the Library of Congress is 1886 (Phillips, Atlases 934). Despite this being a world atlas, the majority of maps relate to the United States and the Americas. The Texas map is of special interest. Martin & Martin (plate 49) illustrate and discuss a Rand, McNally & Co. map of Texas from the same year, which is entitled Rand, McNally & Co.’s New Enlarged Scale Railroad County Map of Texas. That map is almost identical to the present atlas map of Texas—in layout, inclusion of county map at lower right, and size (the present atlas map measures 64.8 x 73.8 cm; 25-1/2 x 28-3/4 inches). However, the present atlas map of Texas is untitled, whereas the map cited by Martin & Martin has a title as indicated above. This shows how Rand, McNally recycled their maps to be used as needed in specialized atlases or as separates.


Because of the great detail found on the maps (and in the text), the atlas is important historically—and not only for transportation history. There are numerous other inroads of research, such as the map of Wyoming, which locates ranches. Each detailed map has light pastel color and identification of regions, sea routes, railroad lines, cities, towns, counties, rivers, Native American reservations, etc. Despite the late date of this atlas, it contains important transitional maps for some Western areas still developing at that time, such as the Dakotas, Wyoming, and Indian Territory. The map for the latter still shows the area divided into tribal allotments. Two years after this publication, that map would change dramatically because of the six land rushes the U.S. government authorized between 1889 and 1895, in which Native Americans once again lost their lands. The text accompanying the Indian Territory map discusses earlier attempted incursions: “Attempts were made in 1880 by bands of whites to enter the Indian Territory for the purpose of taking possession of the rich lands there, and a large force of United States troops had to be called out to prevent the execution of these designs.”


What would become the mogul map firm of Rand, McNally & Co. was founded as a modest print shop in Chicago in 1856. The breakthrough for the firm was their introduction of rapidly evolving printing methods, which made it possible for maps to be printed quickly as changes in borders and transportation routes occurred. By the time the present atlas appeared, the firm was a very serious map and atlas publisher with categorized atlases, an international market for productions such as this one, and individually issued railroad and shipping guides in pocket map format. Martin & Martin (p. 61) comment on the Rand, McNally firm: “The era of railroad transportation and western migration created a great demand for Rand, McNally’s maps and guidebooks; these same forces, however, rendered the product virtually obsolete overnight. The number of copies required also strained the limits of the traditional methods of producing such items. In short, there was a great demand for large numbers of accurate, inexpensive, up-to-date maps and guidebooks. To fill this demand it was necessary for Rand, McNally to adopt a new printing technology, cerography or wax engraving, which produced a hard, durable plate that could be used in the new steam-powered presses, but which could also be easily corrected and amended. The adoption and perfection of the wax-engraving process as a production technique had enormous influence on the growth of Rand, McNally.” One interesting aspect of the present atlas is its inclusion of several printing techniques, including lithography, cerography, and engravings.

($750-1,500)

6. [ATLAS]. WILKINSON, Robert (publisher). A General Atlas, Being a Collection of Maps of the World and Quarters, the Principal Empires, and Kingdoms &c with Their Several Provinces, & Other Subdivisions, Correctly Delineated. London: Published Feby. 1st 1800. [2, engraved allegorical title of an angel and a lady surrounded by cartographical motifs commemorating the achievements of Columbus, Raleigh, Drake, and Cooke] [2, contents and publisher’s ad with imprint: London: Printed for Robert Wilkinson, No. 58, Cornhill, 1807] pp., 48 copper-engraved maps with original outline color and partial shading (2 double-page maps at front). 4to (34.2 x 28.6 cm; 13-1/2 x 11-1/4 inches), contemporary three-quarter sheep over boards covered with marbled paper, black leather label. Spine worn, dry, and cracking, corners worn and bumped, boards rubbed (with printed waste sheets below partially visible), hinges cracked (but strong), engraved title and prelims foxed, a few maps soiled and foxed, most maps fine except for foxing on blank versos, map of France carelessly mounted on a stub resulting in marginal wear and chipping at left blank margin.


Wilkinson’s General Atlas was first published in London in 1794. This edition is dated 1800 on the engraved title and 1807 on the contents leaf, and the maps are dated between 1794 and 1807. See Phillips, Atlases 696, 701, 3532a, 4301. The maps were engraved by T. Conder, D. Wright, E. Bourne, J. Roper, T. Fool, B. Smith, W. Harrison, George Allen, and B. Baker. Five maps are of American interest (world, United States, North America, West Indies, and South America). The map of the United States does not yet show the Louisiana Purchase, but U.S. independence is acknowledged in the title (The United States of America Confirmed by Treaty 1783).

($600-1,200)

7. AUSTIN, Moses. Autograph note signed. Promissory note for $10 to Tim McMurray, signed by Moses Austin and McMurray (the note holder’s name is signed McMurray, but docket on verso is McMurry). Mine a Burton [Mine à Breton, present-day Potosi, Missouri], June 17, 1813. 1 p., 16mo. Creased where formerly folded and a few minor splits at folds, mild foxing, otherwise fine, with a strong, full signature and paraph.


Moses Austin (1761-1821), father of Stephen F. Austin, was the first person to obtain permission to bring Anglo-American settlers into Spanish Texas (1820). Earlier, he had founded the lead industry in the United States, and “in 1798 established the first Anglo-American settlement west of and back from the Mississippi River” (Handbook of Texas Online: Moses Austin) at Mine à Breton, the site from which the present note was written. Moses Austin signed this document after obtaining a grant to a portion of Mine à Breton.


In 1789 Moses Austin was awarded the contract to roof the Richmond, Virginia capitol in lead. Wanting to improve the efficiency of his operation, he brought experienced miners and smelterers from England. The resulting expertise and industry he introduced into the lead business established the U.S. lead industry. Aaron Burr’s conspiracy, the War of 1812, and a depressed economy slowed sales for Moses Austin. He joined forces with others to increase the money supply and founded the Bank of St. Louis, the first bank west of the Mississippi. The bank failed in 1819. Unable to escape his ever-increasing burden of debt, in 1819 Austin came up with yet another new and bold scheme—the establishment of an Anglo-American colony in Spanish Texas. He traveled to Texas and, by sheer chance and luck, encountered Baron de Bastrop, whom he had not seen for nineteen years. Through the intervention of Bastrop, Austin obtained permission to establish his Texas colony in 1820. Due to the hardships he suffered during his trip out of Texas, he died on June 10, 1821. Moses Austin’s deathbed request was that his son Stephen F. Austin carry out the “Texas Venture.” Stephen F. Austin faithfully complied. See next entry.

($1,000-2,000)

Austin Writes about the First Steamboat in Texas

8. AUSTIN, Stephen F. Autograph letter signed (“Estevan F. Austin”), in Spanish, to José María Viesca, Mexican Governor of Coahuila y Tejas, recommending that Henry Austin and his family be admitted to the colony and discussing Henry Austin’s experience with steamboats. [San Felipe de] Austin, January 4, 1830. 4 pp., 4to, including integral address. Folds browned and reinforced with tissue, mild to moderate foxing.


This is an excellent letter with interesting and early commentary on steamboating in Texas. Austin urges Governor Viesca to permit his cousin Henry Austin (1782-1852) to be admitted to the colony. Henry was an attorney, promoter, politician, and land dealer, and Mary Austin Holley was his cousin. Austin persuasively sets out the advantages to be accrued by admitting Henry to the colony, particularly Henry’s ownership of the steamboat Ariel. Apparently Viesca granted both of Austin’s requests. On April 2, 1831, Henry’s application for a land grant was approved, and he and his family sailed for Texas as prospective colonists in May. Henry spent the rest of his life in Texas.


Regarding Henry’s steamboating venture: “The Ariel, the first steamboat used in Texas waters, was the property of Henry Austin, who brought the vessel to the mouth of the Rio Grande in June 1829 to experiment with steam navigation on the river. In October the Texas Gazette reported that the Ariel had ascended 300 miles up the river to Revilla and was making regular runs between Matamoros and Camargo. After a year Austin gave up the project and arranged to visit Stephen F. Austin’s colony in Texas. In August 1830 he reached the mouth of the Brazos and ascended to Brazoria. After exploring Brazos waters, he decided that a boat business could not be made profitable and decided to sail for New Orleans. The Ariel was almost wrecked attempting to cross the Brazos bar and put out to sea in a damaged condition; it was forced to return. After three attempts to reach the United States, the ship put back into Galveston Bay and was laid up to rot in the San Jacinto River” (Handbook of Texas Online: Ariel).

($12,000-24,000)

9. AUSTIN, Stephen F. Autograph note signed (“S. F. Austin” and with paraph), promissory note by which Austin promises to pay to Dr. M. B. Nuckols $74.66, one-quarter on the debt due by Alsbury to Nuckols. [San Felipe de Austin], June 22, 1828. 1 p. (8.3 x 20 cm; 3-3/8 x 7-7/8 inches). Docketed on verso in contemporary ink: “S. F. Austins | Receipt | $74.66 1/4.” One small void to one letter due to ink corrosion, otherwise very fine.


This is a routine document relating to two of Austin’s Old Three Hundred colonists. Dr. Milton B. Nuckols (or possibly Nuckels or Nichols; ?-1830), was a pioneer physician from Kentucky, who received title to a league and labor of land now in Matagorda and Brazoria counties. Austin thought highly of Dr. Nuckols and recommended his appointment as síndico procurador for the colony. At the time of this note Nuckols was probably running a mercantile business in addition to practicing medicine.


Regarding the Alsbury mentioned in the note, one can only conjecture, since no first name is given. There were three Alsbury brothers (Charles Grundison, James Harvey, and Horace Alderson), all Old Three Hundred colonists, possibly from Kentucky, like Dr. Nuckols. See Handbook of Texas Online for more on these three Alsbury brothers.
($1,000-2,000)
Austin Signs as Commander in Chief of the Texas Volunteer Army

10. AUSTIN, Stephen F. Document signed, written in a secretarial hand and signed by Austin in full and with title and paraph: “S. F. Austin, Comd. in Chief.” Letter of passage for David B. Macomb to attend the Consultation, giving particulars on Macomb’s service. November [12?], 1835. 1 p., 12mo, contemporary docketing on verso: “1 to 14. Nov | Consultation | 15 to 7 Dec. | Convention.” Paper browned, modern archival repairs at folds (no losses), remains of old red wax seal.


This document written in the early phase of the Texas Revolution is signed by Stephen F. Austin in his brief but highly effective role as commander in chief of the Texas volunteer army. It is exceedingly difficult to obtain letters of this type, from this period and locale, that do not present provenance and authenticity issues. The present document is not in the Texas Army Papers, Austin’s Order Book for 1835, Austin Papers, etc. This is probably Macomb’s retained copy. The document was reviewed by the State of Texas, and no claim was made. Austin’s signature as commander in chief is rare. He was appointed to the post only on October 11, after the Battle of Gonzales, and surrendered his responsibilities on November 24, when he became Texas commissioner to the U.S. and departed for New Orleans, whereupon Edward Burleson became commander. This pass is an interesting example of Austin’s sometimes unsuccessful efforts to introduce true military discipline and practices into the fractious force that the army was at the time.

On November 12, Austin, as commander of the volunteers, had declared that no one could pass the lines without a letter of passage. As the dockets indicate, Macomb probably used the pass to attend both the Consultation and the “Convention,” although the latter probably refers to the General Council, which in December called for the Convention, which did not actually meet until February 1836. November 1835 was a particularly perilous and dangerous time for the Texians, and the security measure that Austin takes here, involving even a trusted comrade, is indicative of the dangers that were present, not only from Mexican forces but also potentially from spies and deserters. Hostilities in the Texas Revolution are generally agreed to have commenced with the October 1-2, 1835, Battle of Gonzales, where the Texians were victorious. At the time this pass was issued, the Texas forces had already in late October established a defensive position along the San Antonio River, and it was probably these lines through which this authorization allowed Macomb to pass.


David B. Macomb (?-1837) was a crucial figure in the success of the Texas Revolution. Unfailingly supportive of the Texian cause, he served in many capacities and, although unsuccessful in some endeavors, such as raising funds for ships and cannon in New York, he did manage to recruit volunteers to serve in Texas and otherwise raise money and provide supplies for the revolution. Macomb was appointed assistant adjutant and inspector general of the Texas Army on November 11, 1835 (see Austin’s Order Book for 1835). At the Consultation, Macomb signed both the declaration of war against Santa Anna and the provisional Texas constitution. See Handbook of Texas Online (David B. Macomb).

($15,000-30,000)

Tenth Texas Imprint

11. AUSTIN, Stephen F. [Printed form for promissory note completed in manuscript commencing]: $50.00 San Felipe de Austin, [6th April 1830, in Samuel May Williams’s handwriting] Having been Received by S. F. Austin, as One of the Settlers under His Contracts with Government, in Conformity with the Terms Published by Him, 20th November, 1829;——I Promise to Pay to Said S. F. Austin.... [San Felipe de Austin: G. B. Cotten, 1829]. 1 p., oblong 16mo. Signed by Samuel Hinch (see Virginia Taylor, The Spanish Archives of the General Land Office of Texas; Austin: Lone Star Press, 1955, p. 197). Verso docketed by Samuel May Williams: “311 Saml Hinch.” Age-toned, generally very fine. Apparently this claim was never perfected. Ironically, the form is dated April 6, 1830, the date of the Mexican law prohibiting further Anglo colonization in Texas.


First printing of an early Texas imprint relating to Austin’s colony. Streeter 10 (locating three copies: two in Texas and one at Yale): “Delivery of this promissory note was the fourth of the steps...taken by an immigrant in acquiring land in Texas. This form for a promissory note follows the terms outlined in Austin’s Notice of November 20, 1829.... Austin, after having had Cotten print for him on November 20 the Notice and the certificates of admission, had these forms for a promissory note printed on November 30.”

($1,000-2,000)
Signed by Stephen F. Austin & Four Prominent Tejanos

12. Austin, Stephen F., Ramón Músquiz, José Antonio Baldomero Navarro, José Miguel de Arciniega & José Gaspar María Flores de Abrego. Manuscript in Spanish recording the election of Juan Martín de Veramendi and Rafael Manchola as representatives to the Coahuila y Tejas legislature, signed by the named parties (Austin signing “Estevan F. Austin” with his rubric below). San Fernando de Béxar, September 5, 1830. 1 p., folio, with manuscript note at top: “Sello 4o una cuartillo,” which is signed “Flores” (i.e., José Gaspar María Flores de Abrego), with his rubric below. The notation of fourth seal indicates this was a copy made for public posting or other such purposes. Because of the scarcity of sealed paper, which was required for copies, officials often had to resort to manuscript certifications like the present one, signed by Flores. Paper uniformly browned, a few clean splits and minor chips to lower margin (touching only one letter), a very good example of Austin’s signature in its Spanish form, and on a document of historic substance. This document has been reviewed by the State of Texas, and it is not on the State Missing List or believed to be alienated from the official archives.


The content and gathering of signatures of Stephen F. Austin and Tejano luminaries make this an especially important document for Texas while it was still part of Mexico. Although Stephen F. Austin’s name and role in Texas independence are so well-known as to need no further comment, his fellow signers here have often been overlooked or underappreciated. Each of the four Tejanos signing here was instrumental in his own way in achieving Texas independence.


Músquiz (ca. 1797-?), merchant and political figure, established a business in San Antonio in 1823, became involved in the political scene in Béxar, served as political chief of the Department of Texas in 1828, lobbied in favor of Anglo-American colonists, and mediated disputes between the Texas colonists and Mexican authorities. Músquiz was present at the fall of the Alamo and assisted in identifying the bodies of the Alamo defenders. See Handbook of Texas Online (Ramón Músquiz).

A native son of San Antonio, José Antonio Navarro (1795-1871) participated in the 1813 Gutiérrez-Magee expedition, supported Austin’s colonization venture, represented Texas both in the Coahuilatecan and national legislatures, signed the Texas Declaration of Independence, participated in the Texas Revolution, afterward served as an advocate for wronged Tejanos, joined the Texan–Santa Fé expedition, served as the sole Hispanic delegate to the convention for annexation in 1845, helped write the first constitution of Texas as a state, and defended the right of Texas to secede from the Union in 1861. He was too old to join the Confederacy, but sent four of his sons to serve. Navarro County was named in his honor. See: Eugene C. Barker, “Native Latin American Contributions to the Colonization and Independence of Texas,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly 46 (April 1943); Handbook of Texas Online (José Antonio Navarro); and Louis W. Kemp, The Signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence (Houston: Anson Jones Press, 1944, pp. 235-243).


José Miguel de Arciniega, legislator, military explorer, and alcalde of San Antonio de Béxar, acted as an investigator-spy on behalf of Mexico between 1816 and the early 1820s. He checked on possible illegal immigration of Anglos into Texas in 1816 (ironic considering the modern context) and investigated Richard Field and his possible plot to form an alliance with Texas tribes against Mexican authority. He served with the provincial deputation of Texas, which allowed abandoned mission lands to be distributed to settlers. He held elected offices in the 1820s and 1830s and took over as political chief when Músquiz fell ill. Arciniega was appointed land commissioner for Stephen F. Austin’s colonies in November 1830, laid out the town of Bastrop in 1832, and received a Spanish grant of 48,708 acres in 1835. General Cos chose Arciniega to be his interpreter in negotiations for the surrender of Béxar in December 1835. See Handbook of Texas Online (José Miguel de Arciniega).

A native of San Antonio, Gaspar Flores de Abrego (1781-1836) proved a strong ally of Stephen F. Austin and his colonists. He was one of thirty-five signers of an 1835 anti-Centralist memorial drafted at the meeting, considered to be the first strictly revolutionary meeting in Texas. At a January 1836 meeting of soldiers and citizens to address concerns about Santa Anna and Mexican intent with regard to Texas, Flores served on a committee that included James Bonham, James Bowie, and Juan Seguín. As the Texas Revolution progressed, Flores and Seguín took charge organizing the safe exit of families into East Texas. See Handbook of Texas Online (José Gaspar María Flores de Abrego).

($15,000-30,000)

Texian Loan

13. TEXAS (Provisional Government). COMMISSIONERS. Texian Loan.... New Orleans: Benjamin Levy, 1836. Engraved document, unused, with Stephen F. Austin’s unsigned ink manuscript note: “copy first loan” and his ink cancel. 4to broadside, text within ornate typographical border. Creased where formerly folded, small void at top left blank margin, otherwise fine.


First printing, probably the earliest issued, perhaps a proof copy made for Stephen F. Austin, who was one of the Commissioners for the Texian Loan. Signed Texian Loans turn up on the market with regularity (see next entry). It is highly unusual to a find a copy that is unsigned and uncanceled. Jumonville, New Orleans Imprints 944. The Provisional Government issued the Texian Loan certificates to raise funds for the revolution. They were redeemable for land at fifty cents per acre.


Eugene C. Barker, in “The Finances of the Texas Revolution” (in a reprint of the Political Science Quarterly 19:4) explained this attempt to raise funds: “On January 10 the commissioners notified Governor Smith that they had arranged for two loans aggregating $250,000. The fact that this could be done in New Orleans, where the Texas situation was so well known, they considered particularly encouraging and of good augury for success in other parts of the United States. It will be seen from their terms that these so called loans were really nothing more than contracts for the purchase of five hundred thousand acres of land at fifty cents an acre; but the commissioners thought themselves very fortunate to get money on any terms. ‘In fact, rather than have missed the loan,’ they wrote, ‘we had better have borrowed the money for five years and given them the land in the bargain.’ They were of the opinion, moreover, that the loan would increase the interest in Texas; the lenders, they said, had already offered to land in Texas within six weeks five hundred volunteers.... The first loan, of $200,000, was subscribed by ten men, four of whom were from Cincinnati, three from Kentucky, two from Virginia, and one from New Orleans.”

($1,000-2,000)

14. TEXAS (Provisional Government). COMMISSIONERS. Texian Loan.... New Orleans: Benjamin Levy, 1836. Engraved document completed in manuscript, signed by Stephen F. Austin, B. Archer, and William H. Wharton. Certificate no. 251, made out to Robert Triplett. 4to broadside, text within ornate typographical border. Very lightly creased where formerly folded, otherwise fine, with triangular clip cancel.


First printing, printed date of January 11, 1836, the earliest date for any of the known Texian Loan certificates. See preceding entry for additional information.

($1,000-2,000)
15. [AUSTIN, STEPHEN F.]. Pen, graphite, and sepia ink wash bust portrait of Stephen F. Austin, unsigned and undated, on a faintly ruled sheet of nineteenth-century wove paper measuring 30.5 x 19.5 cm (12-3/8 x 7-3/4 inches); image measures approximately 16.5 x 10 cm (6-1/2 x 3-7/8 inches), small indecipherable embosure at lower right margin. Nineteenth-century ink notation on verso: “List of taxable[?] property.” Lower left and upper right blank corners chipped (not affecting image). Some light stains and moderate foxing.


The portrait is very similar to the mid-nineteenth-century unattributed oil-on-canvas bust portrait of Stephen F. Austin that hangs in the Texas Senate Chamber behind the lieutenant governor’s rostrum.

($2,000-4,000)
Streeter’s Copy of a Rare Samuel Bangs Imprint

16. [BANGS, Samuel (printer)]. SPAIN. LAWS. [Reissued by]: MEXICO. PROVINCIAS INTERNAS DE ORIENTE. COMMANDANTE GENERAL (Joaquín de Arredondo). D. Joaquín de Arredondo Mioño Pelegrin...Por el Ministerio de la Governación de Ultramar se me há comunicado la Rea[l] Orden que sigue...sobre el libre establecimiento de fabricas y ejercicio de qualquiera industria útil.... Monterrey: [Printed by Samuel Bangs], December 5, 1820. 1 p., printed folio broadside, with ink rubric of Joaquín de Arredondo, and signed in full by Rafael Gonzáles (because of the lack of a secretary). Very fine. Thomas W. Streeter’s copy, with his pencil note (“early Monterrey printing”). Rare (copies located at Bancroft, Yale, and the University of Texas).


Early Northern Mexican imprint, dating from the first year of establishment of a press in Monterrey by pioneer printer Samuel Bangs (ca. 1798-1854). Jenkins, Printer in Three Republics 29. Spell, Pioneer Printer 35. Bangs was the first printer in Texas and three Northern Mexican states (Nuevo León, Tamaulipas, and Coahuila). Bangs’s first imprint was a proclamation printed on a portable press at Galveston Island, while he was a member of the doomed expedition organized in 1817 by noble Spanish guerrilla Francisco Xavier Mina to liberate Mexico from Spain. The Royalists in Mexico quickly defeated Mina, and he and most of his men were summarily executed.


Royalist general Joaquín de Arredondo spared Bangs only because the young man from Boston knew how to operate the captured press. But Arredondo promptly forgot about Bangs, who spent the next three years working on a chain gang cobbling the streets of Monterrey. In April 1820, Arredondo remembered Bangs and his little printing press and put Bangs to work printing decrees like the present one. Printing in Monterrey at that time presented distinct challenges to Bangs, including the lack of printing paper (writing paper was substituted when it could be found), want of a proper press, Bangs’s lack of knowledge of the Spanish language, insufficient food and other basic necessities, and a paltry supply of type. The latter deficiency led Bangs to create some highly unusual imprints—not having a full complement of roman type, Bangs was forced to substitute some letters with italic type. This mixture of roman and italic types is one of the distinguishing characteristics of Bangs’s early imprints, as evidenced in the present imprint.


The decree bears the ink paraph of Spaniard Joaquín de Arredondo (1798-1837), a military commandant who was promoted to colonel and given command of an infantry regiment in Mexico in 1810. Thereafter, he was instrumental in suppressing Hidalgo’s revolt, for which he was rewarded by appointment as commandant of the eastern division of the Provincias Internas in 1813. He defeated rebels in San Antonio in 1813 at the Battle of Medina and returned to Monterrey. Ironically, it was Arredondo who approved the petition of Moses Austin to bring Anglo settlers to Texas (see Handbook of Texas Online: Joaquín de Arredondo). The decree has the full signature of Tejano Rafael Gonzáles (1789-1857), governor of Coahuila y Texas, who was born in San Fernando de Béxar in 1789. He began his military career as a cadet in the presidial company of Nuestra Señora de Loreto and moved up the ranks to serve as secretary of the comandancia of Coahuila y Texas. The town of Gonzales, Texas, was named for him (see Handbook of Texas Online: Rafael Gonzáles).


Aside from its printing history and the interest attached to the signatures of Arredondo and Gonzáles, the content of this circular is important for borderlands history because it encouraged free establishment of factories and exercise of all useful industries by Spaniards and resident foreigners.

($1,000-2,000)

17. BRYAN, Moses Austin, William Lochridge & Rebecca Lochridge. Manuscript promissory note by which William & Rebecca Lochridge agree to pay $400 to James F. Perry. N.p., March 9, 1843. Signed by the Lochridges on recto; verso with receipts between September 1, 1844, and December 8, 1846, written and signed by Moses Austin Bryan on behalf of James F. Perry. Age-toned, otherwise fine.


Moses Austin Bryan (1817-1895), soldier, San Jacinto veteran, statesman, and kinsman of Stephen F. Austin, moved to Texas in 1831, worked as Stephen F. Austin’s secretary, clerked in the General Land Office, and served at San Jacinto as third sergeant in Moseley Baker’s Company and aide-de-camp to Thomas J. Rusk. Bryan acted as interpreter at the conference between Sam Houston and Antonio López de Santa Anna after the Battle of San Jacinto. In 1839, Lamar appointed Bryan to be secretary of the Republic of Texas legation to the United States. He joined the Somervell expedition in 1839 and was a major in the Third Texas Regiment during the Civil War.


The note is pledged to James Franklin Perry (1790-1853), also a kinsman of Stephen F. Austin, who came to Texas in 1832 at Austin’s urging and established Peach Point Plantation. Perry tried to steer clear of politics but eventually became active for the revolution as a member of conventions and of the Committee of Safety. He handled Austin’s affairs when the latter was imprisoned in Mexico and served as administrator of Austin’s estate. Perry was an early advocate of railroads and among the first planters to shift from cotton to sugar. For more on Bryan and Perry, see Handbook of Texas Online (Moses Austin Bryan and James Franklin Perry).

($100-200)

Exceptionally Beautiful Engraving of the Virgin of Guadalupe

18. carrillo y PÉrez, Ignacio. Pensil Americano florida en el rigor del invierno, la imágen de María Santísima de Guadalupe, aparecida en la Corte de la Septentrional América México, en donde escribia esta Historia Don Ignacio Carrillo y Perez, hijo de esta ciudad y dependiente de su Real Casa de Moneda, año de 1793. Mexico: Por D. Mariano Joseph de Zúñiga y Ontiveros, calle des Espíritu Santo, año de 1797. [16] vi, 132 pp., copper-engraved plate of the Virgin of Guadalupe in a beautiful ornate frame border: N. S. Ð GUADALUPE Ð MEXICO. | La mas semejante a su Original [below image]: Jose Guerrero dib. | Tomas Suria la grav. en Mexico ã d 1790 (image and title measure 17.3 x 10.3 cm; 6-3/4 x 4-1/4 inches). Small 4to, contemporary green and tan mottled sheep, gilt-lettered spine, red-tinted edges, blue and white marbled endpapers. Binding scuffed, remains of old paper labels on spine, a few wormholes, hinges starting, wormholing at some point to nearly every leaf, that at pp. 43-74 costing letters, the others confined generally to blank margins, scattered stains and water spotting. The engraving has some mild foxing and one very small wormhole at lower sector of image. Contemporary ink manuscript errata correction on preliminary (p. [10]). Ink ownership inscription on title page of José Joaquín Cervantes, Pachuca, 6 April 1825. Printed bookplate of José Castillo y Piña on front pastedown. Castillo y Piña (1888-1964) was a priest, scholar, and poet; he was born en Valle de Bravo and studied in Mexico and Rome (Dicc. Porrúa).


First edition. Beristain I:250. JCB III(2)3853. Mathes, Illustration in Colonial Mexico: Woodcuts and Copper Engravings in New Spain, 1539-1821, Register 8686. Medina, México 8686. Ramirez 179. Sabin 11057. The beautiful plate of the Virgin of Guadalupe was engraved by prominent Mexican engraver Tomás Suria after an image by José Guerrero. After accompanying the scientific expedition of Alejandro Malaspina to the north Pacific coast, Suria rejoined the Academia de San Carlos, where he remained the rest of his life. Author Carrillo (1765-1820), a native of Mexico, wrote this book to provide a fuller account than theretofore available of the history of the Virgin of Guadalupe and her miracles.


“Our Lady of Guadalupe offers one of history’s outstanding examples of the fusion of religious devotion and national identity. Originating in Mexico in the seventeenth century, the devotion has gained popularity throughout the world. ‘Mexico was born at Tepeyac’ is how this is often phrased. It is based on the story of the appearances of the Virgin Mary to an indigenous neophyte named Juan Diego in which the Virgin directed him to have a church built on the site of the apparitions, the hill of Tepeyac. Since that time the Mexican people have forged an almost mystical relationship with the Virgin morena or Dark Virgin. As one Mexican priest expressed it, ‘Without Guadalupe we would cease to be Mexicans’” (W. Michael Mathes, Bibliotheca Novohispana Guadalupana; Mexico: Centro de Estudios de Historia de México, Condumex, 2003).

($1,000-2,000)

Signed by the First Anglo Attorney in Texas

19. CHAMBERS, Thomas Jefferson. Autograph letter signed in full and with paraph, to Major Ira Randolph Lewis, repeatedly requesting that Lewis and he meet to discuss official business and stating that “everything is quiet for the present.” San Felipe [de Austin], August 17, 1835. 1 p. on 4-page 4to folder. Integral address and docket. Remains of red wax seal. Paper very fragile, with some tears and small chips on integral leaf (no losses). Provenance: From a direct descendant of recipient Ira Randolph Lewis.


Virginian Thomas Jefferson Chambers (1802-1865) was the first Anglo attorney licensed to practice law in Texas. Chambers was certified as a surveyor and named surveyor general of Texas in 1829. He enjoyed the animating pursuit of speculation, and promptly engaged in a somewhat shady real estate venture involving acquisition of the eleven-league Padilla grant. He was granted an empresarioship and received his license to practice law in 1834 (the only foreigner granted that right). He instituted good changes in jury law and was named chief justice, collecting his salary in land. During the Anahuac disturbances, Chambers, with ties to the Mexican government and his own investments possibly imperiled, tried to stop the Anglo rebels but was swiftly hanged in effigy in Brazoria. He was accused of being a Tory and later denounced by the General Council. When the winds of war seemed to be blowing favorably in the direction of the Texans, Chambers lined up with the Texian rebels but declined military service, choosing instead to go to the United States to recruit volunteers and raise money for the cause. After the war he submitted an exaggerated claim of monies spent and services performed. There being no money in the Republic coffers anyway, Chambers cheerfully accepted yet more Texas land.


Chambers became a founding member of the Texas Philosophical Society in 1837. He retired to Anahuac in 1838 and tried unsuccessfully to change the name of the town to Chambersia, thus irritating his neighbors. He then sold some of his lands to go to the U.S. to raise money for his land ventures but returned to discover his property had been sold to his neighbor John O’Brian for back taxes. The local court decided against Chambers’s claim, and Chambers promptly ambushed and murdered O’Brian in cold blood. That is probably enough to give a general idea of Texas’s first Anglo attorney, although his attempt to have John B. Magruder fired from the job of protecting the Texas coast during the Civil war is not without piquancy. On the night of March 15, 1865, with the Chambers clan gathered in an upstairs parlor, an assassin fired a shotgun through the open window and killed Chambers. For more on Chambers see Handbook of Texas Online (Thomas Jefferson Chambers). For more on recipient Ira Randolph Lewis, see item 52 herein.

($500-1,000)

20. Espinosa, Isidro Félix de. El cherubin custodio de el arbol de la vida, la Santa Cruz de Querétaro. Vida del Ve. siervo de Dios Fray Antonio de los Angeles Bustamante.... Mexico: Joseph Bernardo de Hogal, 1731. [24] 216 pp., title within ornamental border, copper-engraved plate. 4to, contemporary vellum (recased, new endpapers), title in sepia ink on spine, remains of rawhide ties. Vellum wrinkled and lightly stained, slight worming to the upper blank margins of a few leaves, scattered light staining, edges of first few leaves slightly tattered, overall very good. Rare.


First edition. Ayala Echavarri, Bibliografía histórica y geográfica de Querétaro 423. Beristain I:418. Medina, México 3173. Palau 82700. Sabin 22895. This biography is the first published work by Isidro Félix de Espinosa (1679-1755), a native of Querétaro who is considered the most famous and prolific chronicler of the Franciscan Order in the New World. “[Espinosa’s] contributions as a chronicler of early Texas history are without peer. Dubbed ‘the Julius Caesar of the Faith in New Spain,’ because he worked by day and wrote all night, Espinosa left a remarkable body of literature. It includes a biography of his friend, Antonio Margil de Jesús [see item 30], and his Crónica de los colegios de propaganda fide de la Nueva España, called ‘the most important contemporary account of the Franciscans in Texas’” (Handbook of Texas Online: Isidro Félix de Espinosa ). Especially interesting is Espinosa’s prologue to this work, in which he recounts his trepidation and hesitation at being asked to take up his pen to write a biography; it is assumed he rarely felt such hesitation afterward. The author is remembered not only as a writer, but also as a missionary to Texas from 1709-1721. He worked with Margil and Aguayo in establishing the first permanent civil settlement in San Antonio and was named president of the Texas missions.


The work is unusual in that it chronicles the life of lay cleric, Father Antonio de los Angeles, who for many years was the beloved “portero” of the College of Santa Cruz de Querétaro. Extensive treatments of such ordinary people are fairly unusual. Father Antonio, a Spaniard who came to Mexico when he was very young to pursue a career in business, was successful in his enterprises but renounced all his earthly wealth to become a Franciscan monk. This biography presents an interesting picture of life in the Spanish viceroyalty of Mexico. The excellent copper-engraved portrait by Joaquín Sotomayor shows Father Antonio with the keys of his office and surrounded by the symbols of his duties (Mathes, Illustration in Colonial Mexico: Woodcuts and Copper Engravings in New Spain, 1539-1821 Register 3173). For more on the engraver, see Romero de Terreros, Grabados y grabadores de la Nueva España, pp. 537-538. The book is from the press of master printer Hogal, considered to be the Ibarra of Mexico.

($1,000-2,000)

“The Only Comprehensive History of the Colonization of Texas and the Texas Revolution from the Mexican Point of View” (Barker)
21. FILISOLA, Vicente. Memorias para la historia de la guerra de Tejas, por el General de División, D. Vicente Filisola, actual Presidente del Supremo Tribunal de Guerra y marina de la República.... Mexico: Ignacio Cumplido, 1849. 511 [1, blank] + 267 pp. 2 vols., 8vo (vol I., with original upper wrapper only [see illustration], vol. II in contemporary half leather). Some staining to wrapper and interiors, heavier in vol. 1 near the front. Some leaves irregularly trimmed. Rare, especially in wrappers.


First edition of the Cumplido edition of Filisola’s memoirs (Rafael published an edition in Mexico in 1848 and 1849), the Cumplido edition giving the best coverage of the Battle of the Alamo and the 1836 campaign. Basic Texas Books 62: “The best account by a Mexican contemporary of the American conquest of Texas. Eugene C. Barker called it ‘the only comprehensive history of the colonization of Texas and the Texas Revolution from the Mexican point of view.’... The Rafael and Cumplido editions each stand on their own as separate works but complement each other so much that both are necessary to have a complete account.” Eberstadt, Texas 236. Howes F126. Palau 91612. Rader 1381. Raines, p. 82. Sabin 24324. Streeter 853n: “Filisola, in two quite different works...gives, especially in the Cumplido work, a much fuller account of the Texas campaign in 1836 and of the attempts of a Texas campaign in 1837.... The Cumplido imprint reports in detail upon the military operations from the taking of the Alamo in March 1836, to about August 1, 1837. The account for the period from the taking of the Alamo to shortly after the Battle of San Jacinto is much fuller than in...the Raphael imprint.... What Filisola calls the second campaign against Texas began in October, 1836, and is covered in the remaining pages, 397-511, of Volume I and the 267 pages of Volume II. This work printed by Cumplido is largely made up of army orders issued during the period.... One of the most important sources on Texas from the 1820s through 1837...enriched with scores of original documents and military orders unavailable elsewhere.”


Filisola (1789-1850), a native of Italy who participated in many battles of the Napoleonic wars, came to Mexico in 1811, where he rapidly rose in the Mexican military because of his friendship with Iturbide. He received a colonization grant in Texas in 1831. In November 1835 he was appointed second in command to Santa Anna on the Mexican campaign to crush the rebellious Texans. For more on Filisola, see Valentine J. Belfiglio, The Italian Experience in Texas (Austin: Eakin Press, 1983) and Handbook of Texas Online (Vicente Filisola).

($2,000-4,000)

Rare French Plates & Maps of California & Nevada

22. FRANCE. COMMISSION SCIENTIFIQUE DU MEXIQUE. Guillemin-Tarayre, Edmond. [Wrapper title]: Mission Scientifique au Mexique et dans L’Amérique Centrale, Ouvrage Publié par Ordre du Ministre de l’Instruction Publique. Géologie. Description des Anciennes Possessions Mexicaines du Nord.... Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1871. 216 pp. (text ends in midsentence on p. 216), 20 lithographed and engraved maps, plans, profiles, and plates (some in color or on tinted grounds, several folding; themes include mining and mining apparatus, maps of California and Nevada, Native Americans, views), engraved text illustrations (maps, scientific figures). See partial map and plate list below. 4to, original grey printed wrapper (lower wrap missing) bound into early twentieth-century dark brown sheep over brown cloth, spine gilt-lettered and with raised bands. Spine rubbed and worn at extremities, corners bumped, a few minor stains to cloth. Except for light scattered foxing, condition is fine, the plates and maps especially fine and fresh. Exceedingly rare maps relating to California and Nevada, mining, geology, and petroleum.


First edition (not offered for public sale), one part only of a lengthy, bibliographically complex set published by the French government (the present part relates to geology and mining in California and Nevada). Palau 110850. These reports were included in the larger work on Mexico because California and Nevada were formerly part of Mexico. In 1864, as a consequence of the French military expedition to Mexico, the Commission Scientifique du Mexique was established. Mining in California and Nevada was of intense international interest. In 1859 silver was discovered at the Comstock Lode in Virginia City. Thousands of miners, loggers, and traders rushed to the region and towns sprang up, necessitating a railroad between Virginia City and Truckee through the Washoe Valley. By the late 1870s, the all-too-brief mining boom was spent. The maps and plates in this report relate primarily to mining and geology, but often they contain fugitive details on the region before many of the towns and mining operations were abandoned. The plates were drawn by Erhard Schieble and all but one were printed by Lemercier. They are superb renditions of their subjects by some of the more accomplished mapmakers and view makers of the time, printed in a country at the height of its excellence in this type of work.

Selected maps & plates:
Carte de la Haute Californie et de la Nevada dressée par E. Guillemin-Tarayre d’après les derniers documents 1867. 28.4 x 20.9 cm (11-3/16 x 8-3/16 inches). Contemporary shading in blue and sepia. California, Nevada, and part of Arizona.

Types des Tribus de Grand-Bassin I.II. Shoshone. III. Washoë. IV.V. Pah-Utah. 25.5 x 17.7 cm (10-1/16 x 7 inches). Lithograph from photographs, on tinted ground. Native Americans of the region (including Utah).

Itinéraire aux mines de la Névada d’après les déterminations géodésiques de E. Guillemin-Tarayre Septbre - Octbre - Novbre 1864. 61.4 x 45.8 cm (24-1/8 x 18 inches). Geological and mineralogical map of Nevada with color key and long profiles.

Carte de Panoramique de la Région métallifére de Washoe (État de Névada) par E. Guillemin-Tarayre.... Circular panorama measuring 49 cm (19 inches) across (height of circle omitting imprint information). Bird’s-eye panorama of the Washoe mining district; inner circle colored to indicate types of terrain; outer circle consisting of an uncolored view of mountains, towns, mining operations, roads, etc. Named locations include Lake Tahoe, Pyramid Peak, Silver Mountain, Carson River, Morning Star, Mount Washoe, Genoa, Truckee, Steamboat, Virginia City, Silver City, Gold Hill, Fort Churchill, etc. This is highly medieval in concept, although the image was probably realized using the most advanced scientific methods. At dead center is “Diorite.”

District of Washoë Plan et Coupe du Filon de Comstock 1864.... 25.5 x 43.5 cm (10 x 17-1/8 inches). Uncolored regional map in large scale.

Nevada Géologie et Minéralogie. 25.5 x 44 cm (10 x 17-3/8 inches). Uncolored plate with 8 elements, including profile of the Mono Lake area, District of Pine Forest, profile of Virginia City, geysers at Mono Lake, and mining shaft at Antelope.

Esquisse Géologique des Régions Métallifères de la Californie Janvier, Février, Mars 1865. 44.2 x 25.5 cm (17-3/8 x 10 inches). Full-color geological and mineralogical map of the California mining regions. Includes the San Francisco Bay area. Not in Wheat, Maps of the California Gold Region (which includes some maps as late as 1865).

Californie Géologie Métallurgie. Exploitation Principale des Mines de Mercure de New-Almaden. 25.4 x 44 cm (10 x 17-3/4 inches). Uncolored profile and details of the mines and extraction methods.

Les Trois Comtés du sud Sa. Barbara, Los Angeles Sn. Diego Région du Pétrole Mars Avril 1865. 25.2 x 44 cm (10 x 17-3/8 inches). Colored map of the petroleum regions from the mouth of the Santa Inez River and Santa Barbara to slightly south of San Diego. This beautiful, rare map includes a finely executed miniature profile showing the entire coastline from Santa Barbara to the Mojave Desert (missions and other landmarks are located).

Carte Metallurgique de la Haute Californie et de la Nevada dressée par E. Guillemin-Tarayre d’après les derniers documents 1867. 28.5 x 21 cm (11-1/4 x 8-1/4 inches). Metallurgical map keyed in yellow, brown, green, grey, and blue.

Carte Geologique de la Haute Californie et de la Nevada dressée par E. Guillemin-Tarayre D’aprèsles recherches des Géologues du Pacific Road, du Géological Survey et celles de l’Auteur 1867. 28.5 x 21 cm (11-1/4 x 8-1/4 inches). Geological map keyed with shades of green, blue, pink, brown, sienna, etc.

Esquisse Géologique des Anciennes Possessions Mexicaines du Nord Incorporées a la Fédération des États-Unis...1867. 28 x 43.8 cm (11 x 17-1/4 inches). Map of the U.S. with color key to geological regions, with a list of geological explorers’ fields of research (Frémont, Stansbury, Marcou, Hayden, Dana, Roemer, Shumard, Wislizenus, Whitney, King, et al.). Tribes, geological and other points of interest, and major towns and cities are located. Not in Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West.
($1,000-2,000)

23. GALVESTON BAY & TEXAS LAND COMPANY. Ornately lithographed land certificate with two cherubs reading at top right, ornate decorative sidebar at left, untitled map at lower left of southeast Texas with Company lands indicated by shading (6.5 x 10 cm; 2-5/8 x 4 inches). At lower center: E. S. Mesier’s Litho.; certificate completed in manuscript, lithographed text commences: Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company No. [12041] This certifies, 177-136/1000 Acres. That the Subscribers as the Trustees and Attorneys of Lorenzo De Zavala, Joseph Vehlein, and David G. Burnet, have given and do hereby give to [J. R. Poinsett] and h[is] legal representatives the bearer hereof, their consent to the location of, and holding in severalty, One Labor of Land within the Limits of Four Adjoining Tracts of Land in Texas.... New York, October 16, 1830. Signed in ink by company officers Anthony Dey, W. H. Sumner, G. W. Curtis, and W. H. Willson, endorsed on verso by bondholder J. R. Poinsett. 1 p., folio, printed on onionskin paper. Thin strip of modern white mat board pasted to verso at top. A mid-twentieth-century display card with the note “A nice piece of real estate” accompanies the certificate. A fine, desirable copy made out to and signed on verso by Joel R. Poinsett (1779-1851), whose relation to Texas and Mexican history grew chiefly from his instructions to buy Texas from Mexico while he served as first U.S. minister to Mexico (1825-1829). This earned Poinsett the enmity of Mexican authorities who forced his recall. Poinsett did not acquire the desired choice chunks of real estate, but instead received the consolation prize of having the Mexican poinsettia plant named for him. Poinsett left his ill-fated post as U.S. minister to Mexico in January of the same year as this certificate. It would appear that Poinsett was determined to buy some Texas land, one way or another, but his hopes would not be realized. See DAB and Handbook of Texas Online (Joel Roberts Poinsett).


There are several versions known of this imprint and no priority has been assigned. See Streeter 1117, who documents the certificate for one labor of land (as here), whereas copies exist for one sitio of land. There are also variations in the method of printing and other details. The present certificate is lithographed rather than engraved; at the lower center is the inscription E. S. Mesier’s Litho. (not present on engraved copies); variances occur on the map, e.g., here the names for the Brazos and Navasota Rivers have been moved further right; the line border on the right is not so sharp as in the engraved version; the date in the last line of the present version reads 16th. October 1830, whereas in the engraved version, the date appears as 16. October 1830; etc.


An unusual feature of this land certificate is its attractive miniature map of southeast Texas and the Louisiana border, locating towns (San Felipe de Austin, Brazoria, Nacogdoches, etc.), Austin’s Colony, roads, rivers, Caddo Lake, Sabine Lake, Galveston Island, etc. Peters (America on Stone, p. 280) comments on the lithographers: “The Mesiers produced an enormous mass of lithographed sheet music at 28 Wall Street, but there are also other prints of interest.... They were important, early, and their work is scarce and almost always of interest.”


One of the more interesting and controversial of the colonization companies, the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company energetically promoted lands between the San Jacinto and Sabine Rivers. At five cents an acre, naturally sales were brisk. Unfortunately, unbeknownst to the colonists, Mexico had put into effect the Law of April 6, 1830, prohibiting further Anglo colonization in Texas. When the immigrants, who were mostly Europeans, arrived in Texas, Mexican officials refused to allow them to settle. The hoodwinked colonists were permitted to build huts and plant gardens but were left on their own to try to acquire land holdings.


This is one of the primary documents that led to considerable confusion among “purchasers” of the company’s land. Despite the impressive look of the document and the handsome little map, the only consideration the purchaser of it received was the privilege of locating a labor of land; the land then had to be subsequently purchased in one of the grants given to Vehlein, de Zavala, or Burnet. This is an early shot in a barrage of printed materials filled with accusations, recriminations, apologias, and defenses by both the company and its critics. See: Barker, Life of Austin, p. 298; The Handbook of Texas Online (Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company); Williams, The Animating Pursuits of Speculation.

($1,000-2,000)

One of Ten Signed & Numbered Large-Paper Copies

24. GRABHORN PRESS. SCAMMON, L[awrence] N[orris] (artist) & Jean Chambers Moore (author). Spanish Missions California: A Portfolio of Etchings by L. N. Scammon Dedicated to Albert M. Bender, a Constant and Loyal Friend. San Francisco: [Grabhorn Press for] Jean Chambers Moore, 1926. Title printed in red and black, 11 sheets folded to 4-page folders, the first bearing the title and limitation, each of the remaining 10 folders with individual title, brief text, and original etching of a mission, each etching approximately 14.8 x 17.7 cm (5-7/8 x 6-7/8 inches), each etching signed in pencil by Scammon. Folio (45.5 x 31 cm; 17-7/8 x 12-1/8 inches), publisher’s vellum boards with gilt lettering on upper cover (expertly and sympathetically rebacked in purple levant morocco, after the original in purple satin), portfolio lined in gold silk (which is cushioned beneath with felt), purple silk tabs. Other than very minor staining to vellum, a fine, well-preserved large-paper copy, the etchings and text superb. This special limited edition is a fairly early and very rare Grabhorn Press item.


Limited edition, one of ten signed and numbered copies (A7) specially bound and printed on Whatman handmade paper (of an edition of 400). Grabhorn 82: “Etching of the first ten missions, briefly described in order of their founding.” Weber, California Missions, p. 88. The artist, Lawrence Norris Scammon (1872-1947), was a Berkeley graduate, sketched the Oakland hills, taught privately, and worked as a designer for Roberts Manufacturing Company in San Francisco. Scammon was part of the circle of Bay Area artists known as The City Rises. These artists preferred realistic depictions, rather than the merely quaint or picturesque. In this vein, the present portfolio is important beyond its aesthetic appeal, its demonstration of the artist’s technical skill in etching, and the allure of a rare and beautiful Grabhorn printing. Scammon shows the missions as they actually looked at the time of publication, often before complete restoration was done, making these image an invaluable historical and architectural record. Scammon’s father was the sea captain and naturalist Charles Melville Scammon (1825-1911), who wrote Marine Mammals of the Northwestern Coast of North America (San Francisco, 1874).

($1,500-3,000)

25. GUATEMALA. Collection consisting of 103 printed items (three of which are duplicates) almost all documenting 1840, a crucial year in Guatemala’s history. The collection was at one point bound, apparently all in a single volume. Each item shows remains of identical adhesive and sawing at the left margin, and some have stab holes and other minor defects remaining (upper right blank quadrant of leaves with very mild to moderate waterstaining). Because the items were never trimmed, the margins are generous and the physical defects noted above are normally not into the text. In most cases, a simple, professional washing would restore the items to excellent condition.


A significant event in Guatemala during 1840 was the invasion of the country by an El Salvadoran army led by Francisco Morazán, who succeeded in briefly occupying Guatemala City itself before being expelled on March 18-19 in a battle that lasted almost twenty-four hours. The hero of the hour was Guatemalan General Rafael Carrera, who led his troops in the successful battle. Several of the documents deal with this siege, including an order conscripting all able-bodied men in the city, an important listing of documents captured from Morazán, two contemporary accounts of the battle (one by Carrera himself), and various congratulatory addresses and laws after the victory. Another significant event was the conquest in January of Los Altos by a Guatemalan army, again led by Carrera. Among the important publications relating to that event is the act formally extending Guatemalan jurisdiction into Los Altos.


Despite the military upheavals of 1840, life in Guatemala had other dimensions. Included in the collection are important laws founding economic and medical societies, concerning the circulation of money, regulating marriage and divorce, and controlling passports. Carrera himself issued several proclamations to the public at large expounding on such matters as his political and religious beliefs. The threat of armed intervention from menacing European powers is discussed in several of the items. The rhythms of everyday life are reflected in two theater announcements, a law governing gambling, another ordering construction of jails, an invitation to a school examination, and an invitation to a funeral. Also present are several poems on both religious and secular subjects.


The great strength of the collection is the fact that almost all the documents date from the single year of 1840, thereby offering a substantial window on that one year in Guatemalan history. Events throughout the year, both great and small, are covered, with most of the important ones represented by several documents. The large number of laws present allows a researcher to mirror the legislative activity against the common life that most Guatemalans lived. The pieces in the collection are all rare, and we have been unable to trace any other copies of them. Indeed, most large research institutions with Central American holdings seem to lack such a printed collection for this year—or any year, for that matter. Most such holdings are scattered pieces from various decades, lacking the coherence present in this collection, or reprints of laws done after the laws were originally printed immediately upon passage, the latter being the form in which they are found here. Some of the ephemeral items here are addressed in manuscript to Carlos Klee, an important Guatemalan businessman of the time whose business dynasty is still active today. The collection is housed in conservation-grade Mylar sleeves. A complete, detailed description is available upon request. Examples from the collection include:

CARRERA, Rafael. Parte circunstanciado de la acción de los dias 18 y 19. de Marzo, que ha sido dirigido al Gobierno por el General en Gefe del Ejército del Estado.... [Guatemala]: Imprenta del Gobierno, à cargo de A. España, [1840]. [4] pp., folio. Signed and dated in type Rafael Carrera, Guatemala, 23 March 1840. A detailed account, including casualty lists, of his defeat of Morazán at Guatemala City, March 18-19, 1840.

Colección de algunos de los interesantes documentos que se encontraron en los equipajes tomados en la acción de los dias 18. Y 19. de marzo. [Guatemala]: Imprenta del Gobierno, à cargo de A. España, [1840]. [14] pp., folio. An important public revelation of secret military and political documents found in the camp of Francisco Morazán after his March defeat at Guatemala City by Carrera, who forced him to evacuate the city after he laid siege to it. Includes orders and letters between Morazán and Trinidad Cabañas, his second in command, some of which were written in invisible ink (i.e., lemon juice), and one concerning income from the Honduras logging industry. Although more issues were promised as forthcoming, it is not known if more were published.

YORKSHIRE & LANCASHIRE CENTRAL AMERICAN LAND & EMIGRATION COMPANY. Prospectus. London: W. Moore, [1838?]. [4] pp., folio. Proposals for potential colonists to emigrate to the Company’s lands in Central America, including two settlements named Oswald Town and Parkins’ Town.

($30,000-40,000)

26. HAMILTON, Leonidas [Le Cenci]. Border States of Mexico: Sonora, Sinaloa, Chihuahua and Durango. With a General Sketch of the Republic of Mexico, and Lower California, Coahuila, New León and Tamaulipas. A Complete Description of the Best Regions for the Settler, Miner and Advance Guard of American Civilization.... A Complete Guide for Travelers and Emigrants. San Francisco: Bacon & Company [Engraved and Printed by M. Schmidt], 1881. [2] 162, vii (appendix), [5, ads] [1, engraver’s symbol] pp., 2 folded lithographed maps: (1) Untitled map of the borderlands, Mexico, and Central America, showing railroads and with text below commencing: This map is published with the permission of the San Francisco “Journal of Commerce”... 43.1 x 49.5 cm (16-7/8 x 19-1/2 inches); (2) Map of the Central Pacific Railroad, Southern Pacific Railroad and Connections. 1881... 16.7 x 26.7 cm (6-1/2 x 10-1/2 inches), showing the Southwest and borderlands, shading in blue and U.S. railroad routes in red, verso with stage and railroad schedule. 8vo, original grey printed wrappers bound in modern red Library of Congress cloth. Wrappers reattached and moderately soiled, delicate uncolored map detached and in two pieces (with small losses; needs immediate conservation). Some repairs to splits and tears to the friable wrappers and text. A Library of Congress copyright deposit copy with the usual accession and deaccession markings.


First edition. Cf. Barrett, Baja California 1116 (lists the second edition—San Francisco: Bacon & Co., 1881; 211 pp., 1 folding map—and noting a third edition at Chicago in 1881 and a fourth at New York in 1883). Palau 112119 (con un mapa plegado y dos láminas). There is but sparse bibliographical treatment of this title; this copy agrees with the other copyright deposit copy still at the Library of Congress.


This singular and rare borderlands work was written by a San Francisco attorney to guide those wishing to engage in “mining, agriculture, or stock-raising; or for persons desiring of making profitable investments” (p. [1]). Hamilton provides extensive coverage of mining operations and financial possibilities in the Mexican border states. Some idea of Hamilton’s general tone may be sensed from his commentary on duties and customs: “The consignee appropriates to himself one-half of the custom-house dues; one-fourth goes to the custom-house officers, and one-fourth to the government; and then, to complete the climax of shrewd maneuvering, the consignee charges the whole import duties to the home merchant, or shipper. This, in Mexico, is called ‘Yankee Wiring,’ or ‘Intriga de Estados Unidos.’”


Hamilton wrote several works concerning American investment and speculation in Mexico’s mining operations. The text here formed the basis for his expanded 1883 Hamilton’s Mexican Handbook. Inside the front wrapper of the present work is an excellent full-page engraving of a busy street scene featuring the San Francisco Chronicle building. The inside of the lower wrapper announces the author’s forthcoming publications, including Restrictive Land Laws Against American Citizens Acquiring Real Estate in Any of the Border States of Mexico, in Spanish and English, and a complete map of Sonora, Chihuahua, Sinaloa, and Durango (from the latest official French and Mexican surveys). The author also published a translation of the Gilgamesh epic (1884), which filled in some blanks of that saga. For more on printer Max Schmidt, see Peters, California on Stone, pp. 187-188.

($300-600)

A Confederate Desperado

27. HEARTSILL, W[illie]. B. W. Unpublished autograph manuscript entitled “A Confederate Desperado.” [Arkansas?, ca. 1880?]. [2] 200 pp. in ink, on ruled paper (a few pages blank), clear and legible throughout, with contemporary authorial corrections, some of them substantive. Folio, contemporary three-quarter leather over cloth-covered boards. The binding of the journal is worn, with spine damage (losses at extremities), and the front hinge is open, but the interior is generally fine (first few leaves detached, split horizontally and repaired with tape).


This enigmatic manuscript, which opens in 1862, clearly has significant elements of truth and realism but at the same time displays all the intricacies and plot twists of a novel. Writing from the omniscient narrator perspective, Heartsill relates the complicated, involved story of his life during the Civil War around Bristol, Tennessee, and his involvement with one Jo J. Cox, whom he terms “The Confederate Desperado.” Heartsill clearly has long experience with the events of which he writes, especially police and detective work, the civilian and military criminal justice systems, and the activities of the specialized Confederate troops known as “Scouts.”


During the course of his narrative, Heartsill relates his ongoing association with Cox, who refused to serve with his infantry regiment at Lookout Mountain and deserted against orders to join the Louisiana Tiger Rifles. For that offense he was sentenced to death by a court-martial. Unfortunately for his captors, no prison, not even the infamous Castle Thunder, was able to hold Cox, who was an escape artist equal to Houdini, at one point even shedding his handcuffs right in front of an officer. Although repeatedly captured and repeatedly imprisoned, he always managed to escape, usually to rejoin Heartsill, who was his special patron and protector, constantly intervening on his behalf with the military authorities. In the end, Cox is pardoned by a Jefferson Davis general amnesty and serves out the rest of the war in an honorable fashion, but not before being arrested yet a few more times on the now-dismissed charges. Cox dies of cholera shortly after the war in his boyhood Paducah, Kentucky, home, and thus the narrative closes.


Heartsill’s manuscript contains a great deal of significant, realistic material about the Civil War in eastern Tennessee and western North Carolina. He is clearly intimately familiar with the area and with other locales, such as Richmond, Virginia. Even his descriptions of such far-flung places as Weldon, North Carolina, which he briefly visits, have the ring of authenticity. Among the startling revelations in the manuscript is a detailed description of Thomas H. Osborne’s scout company, known as “Osborne’s Scouts” and later “Jenkins’ Scouts.” Because this company was an irregular, nonce unit assigned as needed, no official roster of it apparently exists. Nevertheless, on pp. 168-170, Heartsill gives a detailed account of Osborne’s death in combat and a list of the names of the men who served with Osborne from time to time. A few pages later, he even recounts how Jenkins came to command the company, hence giving the unit its later name. Such detailed knowledge could hardly come from a source other than personal experience, and the manuscript is replete with such instances. Heartsill’s story closes at the end of the war, when he and his fellow scouts are paroled in Washington, Georgia.


The author was a member of the Tennessee 2nd Calvary Regiment commanded by Colonel Henry M. Ashby. Formed in May, 1862, by men from Tennessee itself, the unit saw action at Cumberland Gap, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Atlanta, and in the Carolinas. The military experiences the author gained in those actions are often reflected in the narrative. According to the 1880 U. S. Census, Heartsill was born in 1841 in Tennessee. The Census record is from Greenwood, Arkansas, near where the manuscript was discovered thirty years ago. This Heartsill was probably related to William W. Heartsill (next entry). This manuscript needs more research. A more detailed description of its contents is available upon request.

($5,000-10,000)

“The Rarest and Most Coveted Book on the American Civil War”

28. HEARTSILL, W[illiam] W[illiston]. Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the Confederate Army: A Journal Kept by W. W. Heartsill. For Four Years, One Month, and One Day, or Camp Life; Day-by-Day, of the W. P. Lane Rangers. From April 19th, 1861, to May 20th, 1865. [Marshall: Privately printed, 1876]. [8] 264 [1, “List of Dead”] pp., 61 original albumen photographs (portraits, including Heartsill in his leopard-skin britches) mounted within borders on leaves and with printed identification below each. 8vo, original black cloth with silver lettering and ruling on spine. Binding abraded and stained (especially spine), light uniform browning to interior, offsetting opposite photos, and occasional mild foxing. The photographs are fine. Laid in is a printed leaf from a publication having to do with an agricultural fair (appears to be a sample from another work printed by Heartsill).


First edition, limited edition (100 copies). Basic Texas Books 89: “The rarest and most coveted book on the American Civil War.... Merely a handful have survived.... The journal itself is historically important.... This four-year record is one of the most vivid and intimate accounts of Civil War battle-life that has survived.” Coulter, Travels in the Confederate States 224. Howes H380: “Printed by the author, page-by-page, on a hand-press; one of the rarest journals by a Confederate combatant.” Nevins, CWB I:102. Parrish, Civil War Texana 43. Raines, p. 111. Winkler-Friend 3778.


“This book would be of considerable interest because of the homespun way in which it was produced, even if it were devoid of any other virtues. It is, however, a good narrative in its own right—of the early days of the war in Texas, of operations in Arkansas and Louisiana, of Heartsill’s capture and imprisonment in the North, of his travels through the north to City Point, Virginia, for exchange. After some time in Richmond he was attached to Bragg’s army in time to participate in the Battle of Chickamauga. Then slowly back to Texas through Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. For a while he guarded Federal prisoners in Camp Ford at Tyler, Texas. He and his comrades in the W. P. Lane Rangers were finally disbanded near Navasota May 10, 1865” (Harwell, In Tall Cotton 86).


“The work is a reliable, engaging, and perceptive view of the army and home-front conditions in the Confederacy, and its value is further enhanced by a collection of photographs of his fellow veterans that Heartsill pasted into the book and by his reprints of soldiers’ camp newspapers. The extremely rare work was republished in a 1954 edition edited by Bell I. Wiley” (Handbook of Texas Online: William Williston Heartsill). See also John H. Jenkins, The Most Remarkable Texas Book: An Essay on W. W. Heartsill’s Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the Confederate Army. With a Leaf from the Original Printing (Austin: Pemberton Press, 1980).
($30,000-50,000)

Early South Texas Promotional

29. [JONES, William H. (attributed)]. Lamar. A Sketch of Its Position, Advantages and Prospects, with a Map of the Adjacent Country. New York: Van Norden & Amerman, Printers, No. 60 William Street, 1853. 11 pp., folded lithographed map: Aransas Bay | by Wm. H. Jones. 1850 (51 x 31.4 cm; 20-1/8 x 12-3/8 inches). 8vo, original tan printed wrappers, title within ornamental border, stitched. Nineteenth-century pencil notes on verso of last leaf. Wrappers moderately worn, foxed, and chipped (no loss of text or border), title with marginal foxing, occasional light foxing to text; map fine, with only mild foxing and a few short inconsequential splits at folds (no losses). Overall, a very good copy, with contemporary ink inscription on upper wrapper. Very rare.


First edition of an early map and promotional focusing on the Refugio County area. Sabin 38705. Not in Cracker Barrel Chronicles, Howes, Raines, etc. RLIN locates copies at Yale and the U.S. Army Military History Institute. We trace no records of sales. This promotional touts the advantages of the town of Lamar, touching on its history, safe harbor, suitability as a depot for shipping and railroads, and natural advantages. The author declares: “Lamar is without a rival. No other point can come in competition with it, as the proper site for a city, in Western Texas. So short a time has yet elapsed since the adjacent country was rendered dangerous to travellers by wandering tribes of Indians, that the extensive settlements now rapidly advancing there, seem almost miraculous, and these consequent necessities calling a city into existence seem strange. But it is evidently destined, in a very short time after its commencement, to become one of the largest and most flourishing towns in the South. As a beautiful site for literary institutions, as a watering place, a point of unequalled attention to the invalid and the man of leisure, Lamar will become immediately a distinguished place” (p. 2).


The author’s rosy expectations were not fully realized for the town of Lamar, but it was the first coastal town established in what was then Refugio County (today the town is in Aransas County). The town, named for Mirabeau B. Lamar, is located at the north end of Copano Bay, ten miles north of Rockport and forty miles north of Corpus Christi. Lamar was established in 1839 as a rival town to Aransas City. Settlers in Lamar petitioned that the customhouse be moved from Aransas City, maintaining that Lamar had twice the population of Aransas City. The petition was approved, leading to the growth of Lamar and the languishing of Aransas City. Lamar briefly prospered as a port town, an industrial site for saltworks, and a population center of Refugio County, but during the Civil War, federal troops bombarded and destroyed the town. All that remained were a few homes and a Catholic church, all built of shellcrete (a cement made of burned oyster shells, sand, and lime).


The large-scale map locates wetlands, Lamar and Aransas (both with street plans), Corpus Christi Bay, Mustang Island, St. Joseph’s Island, Black Point, Live Oak Point, etc. The map is an early regional map of the area, being preceded primarily by maps made for government surveys.

($3,000-6,000)

30. LÓPEZ AGUADO, Juan. Vozes y que hizieron eco en la religión pyra que en las honras del V. P. Fr. Antonio Margil de Jesús...erigió N. R. P. Fr. Antonio de Harizon...el dia 21 de Agosto de 1726 en el Convento de N. S. P. S. Francisco de la Imperial Ciudad de Mexico.... Mexico: Por Joseph Bernardo de Hogal, [1726]. [34] 56 pp., title within ornamental border. 4to, new full red Mexican leather, title gilt-lettered on spine and upper cover. Fine except for a few minor scattered stains. Tops of some pages shaved close with occasional minor losses to page numbers.


First edition. Beristain I:16. Harper 14:270: “This work is very rare.” Leclerc 1057. Medina, México 2868. Palau 140614 (mentioning only the Leclerc copy). Sabin 41985 This funeral sermon and eulogy were preached in honor of Father Antonio Margil de Jesús (1657-1726), sometimes referred to as “the Apostle to Texas.” The emphasis here is on Margil’s spiritual sanctity and tireless labors to convert the Native Americans with whom he came in contact. The author touches on Margil’s labors in Texas and covers in considerable detail his career in Mexico and Guatemala (see Handbook of Texas Online: Antonio Margil de Jesús). The author was a native Mexican Franciscan who spent the better part of his life in service at Valladolid. The present work forms a supplement to Espinosa’s 1737 biography (see Wagner, Spanish Southwest 102).

($1,000-2,000)

Pocket Map of California in 1860

31. [MAP: CALIFORNIA]. VINCENT. Map of the State of California Compiled from the Most Recent Surveys and Explorations Containing All the Latest Discoveries and Newest Towns. By Vincent. [View at top left and center measuring 10 x 36.8 cm; 14 x 14-1/2 inches]: Panorama of San Francisco and Contra Costa. [Lower right below panorama]: Taylor. [Inset map at lower right measuring 12.3 x 11.5 cm; 4-3/4 x 4-1/2 inches]: San Francisco and Its Surrounding Localities 1860. [Below neatline]: Engraved by Ch. Smith Printed by Mangeon S Jacques St. [Paris or San Francisco, 1860]. Engraved map, California counties with full hand color (pastel shades of green, yellow, pink, blue, violet, and maize), 36.9 x 49.5 cm; 14-1/2 x 19-1/2 inches. Folded into pocket folder: 16mo (14.2 x 9.7 cm; 5-9/16 x 3-15/16 inches), original dark blue ribbed cloth with title lettered in gilt on upper cover (A NEW MAP OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 1860), marbled endpapers. Professionally restored, deacidified, a few splits to folds and most folds neatly reinforced with archival tissue, but generally the map is very fine and clean with good color retention. A few air pockets to upper cover, lower cover lightly stained, and gilt lettering dull. Overall a very good copy, with book label and brief pencil notes of Thomas W. Streeter and initials of Edward Eberstadt. Preserved in a cloth chemise and slipcase of dark blue morocco over blue cloth. Provenance: Eberstadt-Streeter-Howell.


First edition. Anderson Sale 1604:131 (described in 1921 as “extremely rare” and fetching $70). Howell 50, California 50:913. Streeter Sale 2857: “Shows a line of railroad from San Francisco to San Jose and from Benecia to Marysville. The counties are as in the Goddard map of 1847. The most interesting feature of this map is the view of San Francisco and Contra Costa.” Wheat, Maps of the California Gold Region 317: “Many towns are shown in the mining region, but the map is neither as complete nor as accurate as might have been expected, considering its date. It is, however, a very decorative and charming affair.” Wheat, “Twenty-Five California Maps,” map 23: “[Vincent’s] map does not attempt great detail in the mining region, but is of interest as a transitional map, preceding by one year the map by Farley on which Death Valley was apparently first named. Vincent’s map is tastefully colored, and forms a delightful little example of the cartography of the period.”


This map of California and portions of Oregon Territory, Utah Territory, and Mexico has an unusual orientation, showing California facing east instead of north. The panorama is similar to California pictorial letter sheets utilizing Henry Payot’s view of San Francisco from Nob Hill to the east over North Beach with the harbor and bay in the background and architecture carefully delineated (see Baird, California’s Pictorial Letter Sheets 235, 236 & 317).

($4,000-8,000)

California as an Island

32. [MAP: CALIFORNIA AS AN ISLAND]. [KINO, Eusebio Francisco (after)]. FER, Nicolas de. Cette Carte de Californie et du Nouveau Mexique, est tirée de celle qui a êté envoyée par un grand d’Espagne pour être communiquée a Mrs. de l’Academie Royale des Sciences par N. de Fer Geographe de Monseigneur le Dauphin avec privilege du Roy. 1705. A Paris dans l’Isle du Palais sur le quay del’Orloge a la Sphere Royale. Paris, 1705. Copper-engraved map with contemporary outline coloring (pale blue and yellow). 22.8 x 34.2 cm (9 x 13-1/2 inches). Simple line cartouche; small compass rose; [at upper and right margins]: Noms... [314 place locations keyed to numbers]; [lower left above border]: C. Inselin Sculpr. Contemporary ink manuscript notation at top right blank margin: “109.” Very fine and fresh.


First edition, second issue (originally published as map 141 in Fer’s L’Atlas curieux published at Paris in 1700) of an important and immensely detailed map with a large and clearly defined rendering of California as an island. Leighly, California as an Island 110n. McLaughlin, The Mapping of California as an Island 134. Tooley, California as an Island 62: “Highly important map.... Very unusual.” Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 462. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 78 & I, pp. 45-46: “[One of] two important maps which appeared at the very close of the seventeenth century.... The prototype was probably drawn by Sigüenza.... This map’s author seems to have had access to many of Father Eusebio Kino’s early notes. California is still an island, but in what is now southern Arizona is the interesting legend ‘Cala [for Casa] Grande descubierto 27 Nov. 1694.’ This notation, even to repetitions of the date, was used on a multitude of maps over a number of years. It refers to the discovery of Casa Grande by Father Eusebio Kino in November 1694.”


This map, one of three maps pirated by Nicholas de Fer from Father Kino, was one of the first to show Kino’s important discoveries in the Southwest. It is sometimes referred to as the last significant map to show California as an island. Burrus, Kino and the Cartography of Northwestern New Spain, plate 14, pp. 65-66: “Charles Inselin engraved Kino’s 1695-1696 map, and Nicolas de Fer published it in [1700 and] 1705...omitting Kino’s title and summary of expeditions to California, and without a word of acknowledgment to him. To save space Fer designated the mainland settlements by numbers (1 to 314) and then gave their respective names in a special list. In the map’s legend Fer observed: ‘This map of California and New Mexico is derived from the one sent by a grandee of Spain to be given to the Royal Academy of Sciences. [It is published] by N. de Fer, geographer of his Highness the Dauphin; with royal privilege, 1705, Paris, on the island of the palace, at the quay of the clock near the royal sphere.’”

($1,200-2,400)

“Landmark Map of North America” (Burden)

33. [MAP: CALIFORNIA AS AN ISLAND]. SANSON, N[icolas]. Amérique septentrionale par N. Sanson d’Abbeville Geog. du Roy A Paris chez l’auteur et chez Pierre Mariette rue S. Iacques a l[’]Esperáce 1650. Avec privilege du Roy pour vingt Ans. [Lower right above border]: A Peyrounin Sculp. Copper-engraved map with contemporary outline color (yellow, orange, green, and brown). 39 x 55.3 cm (15-5/16 x 21-3/4 inches), decorative cartouche of fruit on banderole at upper right. An excellent, fresh example, with vibrant period outline coloring.


First edition, second state, with a new coastline to the northwest of California; place-names to north (Anian, Quivira, and Nouvelle Albion) erased; Conibas moved to west; Azores depicted; Lake Ontario still unshaded along its shores; longitude and latitude numerals every five degrees rather than ten. Burden, The Mapping of North America 294: “The first state...is extremely rare [two copies located]; the second is also uncommon.... Landmark map of North America.... Perhaps most important for being the first printed map to delineate the five Great Lakes in a recognizable form.... The first to name Lakes Superior and Ontario.... The majority of the cartography of New France was new and would remain as the most accurate until superseded by Coronelli in 1688.”


Heckrotte, “Nicholas Sanson’s Map of North America, 1650: An Apparently Unrecorded First State” (The Map Collector 12), pp. 33-36 (discussing the rare first issue). Karpinski 8. Leighly, California as an Island, p. 33 & plate 7: “Shows an island of the Briggs configuration but with additions that make it a new type.” Lowery 136. McLaughlin, The Mapping of California as an Island 12. Schwartz & Ehrenberg, The Mapping of America, plate 61. Streeter Sale 39 (third state). Tooley, California as an Island 7. Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 360. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 47 & I, p. 39. See also California 49: Forty-Nine Maps of California from the Sixteenth Century to the Present, map 10 (discussing the reissue of the western half of the present map in 1657, under the title Audience de Guadalajara, Nouveau Mexique, Californie, &c.).


This map, the first to depict North America using a sinusoidal projection, showed continental size to best advantage and typified Sanson’s concern with scientific exactness. Sanson, who is considered the father of French cartography, had such an impeccable reputation that this map contributed to the longevity of the myth of California as an island. Sanson’s credibility was built on his insistence on presenting only cartographical data that could be verified by explorers (here his sources were De Soto and Coronado). This map is a foundation stone for the cartography of the Southwest and the borderlands, presenting the first real advance in the region in decades. “The monotony of...representations of imaginary geography was broken by Sanson, geographer to the French King, who in 1650 sired a curious map of North America combining with the older geography new factual information” (Wheat, vol. I, p. 39). “Sanson had certain privileges such as access to the latest official geographical knowledge” (Cohen, Mapping the West, p. 42). This map also presents significant ethnological information. “Apaches” and “Navajo” appear here for the first time on a printed map. Also named and located are “Apaches Vaqueros” (Apache cowboys); Cohen notes that Coronado called these peoples Querechos (buffalo eaters). Finally, this was the first printed map to show Santa Fé [“S. Fe”] as the capital of New Mexico (see note to Martin & Martin 10 & Tooley 7).

($3,000-6,000)

A Magnificent Map of Mexico City on a Grand Scale

34. [MAP: MEXICO CITY]. GARCÍA CONDE, Diego. Plano general de la Ciudad de México levantado por el Teniente Coronel de Dragones Don Diego García Conde en el año de 1793, y grabado en el año de 1807. De orden de la misma Nobilísima Ciudad. Oversize ornate cartouche at top, with drapery and architectural devices, medallions illustrating royal arms of Spain and Mexico City, text below. 2 vignettes at lower left: Vista I. De levante desde el camino nuevo de Vera-Cruz and Vista II. De Poniente desde el camino de Chapultepec; between the views is a legend enclosed within botanical border, with locations keyed to numbers. At lower right: Dn. Rafael Ximeno y Planes, Director Gral. de la Rl. Academia de Sn. Cárlos de esta capital de México, dibujó las vistas y adornos. D Manuel López pensionado que fue del grabado en la misma R. Academia y tambien, por esta N C lo estampo. Dn. Josef Joaquín Fabregat, Director del grabado en lámina de la misma Real Academia, lo grabo. Large table in eight columns at right with streets and other features keyed to numbers and letters. [Mexico, 1807]. Copper-engraved wall map on nine separate mounted sheets within restrained botanical border. Scale decorated with swags at lower right. 147.6 x 197.6 cm; 58 x 78 inches; approximately 4-1/2 x 6-1/2 feet. Scale: One inch = approximately 100 Spanish varas. The map has been professionally and sympathetically restored, deacidified, and mounted on fresh acid-free linen. Some wear and splits at junctures of the nine sheets neatly repaired (a few minor losses). A very good copy of a rare and important map, one of the finest ever made of Mexico City.


First and only printing in large format (the plates for this map were destroyed and lost, but the map was republished in much smaller format in London in 1811, and again in New York in 1830). Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social, El Territorio Mexicano II, p. 761 (illustrated). Lombardo, Atlas histórico de la ciudad de México, plate 144. Mathes, Illustration in Colonial Mexico: Woodcuts and Copper Engravings in New Spain, 1539-1821, Register 9989. Mayer, Poblaciones Mexicanos: Planos y panoramos siglos XVI al XIX, pp. 76-77 (illustrated). Museo Nacional de Historia Castillo de Chapultepec, Mapas y Planos de México Siglos XVI al XIX, p. 125. Palau 98695 (incorrectly ascribing the map to Pedro García Conde). Planos de la Ciudad de México 245. See Tooley, Dictionary of Mapmakers (2001 edition). Diego Garcia Conde’s Plano general de la Ciudad de México is the most spectacular of all maps of Mexico City, and it is probably the most important plan drawn of Mexico City in the nineteenth century, not only because of its size, but also for the excellence of the artists involved in drawing and engraving it. This grand plan became the source for many others, as it was copied and updated numerous times, though never again on this scale. The plan, conceived and created at one of the best moments in the history of Mexico City, is also one of the most unusual examples of Mexican printing—nothing of this size had ever been engraved in Mexico before.


The original survey for this plan of Mexico City took place in 1793, during the viceregal administration of Conde de Revillagigedo. His administration, one of the most progressive of the colonial era, resulted in urban development and renewal—including construction and renovation of numerous public buildings and parks; improved sanitation, lighting, and security; construction of roads and streets; and establishment of professional schools (such as the Academy of San Carlos, where this map was produced).


The creation of this grand map pooled the talents and skills of three of the most talented persons in Mexico at that time. The mapmaker was Diego García Conde (1760-1822), a native of Barcelona who came to Mexico and served as captain of the Spanish Dragoons in Mexico and fought the insurgents during the War of Independence. García Conde supervised several complex construction projects, including the road from Veracruz to Jalapa. In 1822 he was named director general of the Corps of Engineers and founded the Academy of Cadets. Dicc. Porrúa (p. 1156) specifically mentions the present map as one of his great achievements: “Su nombre está ligado a la historia de la cd. de México, por el magnífico plano que levantó de metrópoli in 1793.” Palau combines in one entry Diego García Conde and an entirely different mapmaker, Pedro García Conde (see Handbook of Texas Online for details on Pedro García Conde [1806-1851], commissioner of the Mexican Boundary Survey in 1848). The 2001 edition of Tooley’s Dictionary of Mapmakers corrects its former entry on García Conde and mentions the present map.


The engraver of the map was José Joaquín Fabregat (1748-1807), a native of Valencia. In 1787, the Spanish crown named Fabregat director of engraving at the Royal Academy of San Carlos in Mexico City. Here Fabreget instituted the highest standards for printing and engraving, introducing the most advanced techniques from Europe. The recognition of engraving as an art and royal patronage led to unprecedented expansion of the arts outside of Madrid. Among those participating in this flourishing era of engraving was Rafael Jimeno y Planés (1759-1825), the Valencia artist who created the exquisite vignettes at the lower section of this map. Jimeno y Planés studied in Rome, Madrid, and Mexico (Academy of San Carlos). In 1798 he became director of painting at the Academy of San Carlos in Mexico, and subsequently, director general. Jimeno created the engravings for the 1780 edition of Don Quijote, the famous engraving of the Plaza Mayor de México (adapted by Humboldt), grand murals, and fine oil paintings. An article on Jimeno y Planés appears in Dicc. Porrúa. For additional information on Fabreget, see Tooley, Dictionary of Mapmakers (1979 edition) and Dicc. Porrúa (p. 1046).


Even hyperbole would fail to capture the magnificence and importance of this map, probably the most significant iconographic and technical production of all Mexican engraving up until its time, combining as it does the underlying superb and professional depictions of the city with the great skills of those who executed the engraving and printing. The map is a monument to cartography, surpassing even those maps produced in the elite centers of the art, such as London, Paris, and New York. The detail and accuracy of its depiction have rarely been surpassed even in modern times, and one need only compare it to the relatively minor version of the city printed in Chappe d’Auteroche’s narrative to realize the advance it represents.
($20,000-40,000)
35. [MAP: SOUTHERN UNITED STATES]. COLTON, G. W. & C. B. Colton. Coltons’ Rail Road and County Map of the Southern States Containing the Latest Information. Published by G. W. and C. B. Colton, 172 William St. New York. 1867. Lithographed map on bank note paper in full original color (rose, pink, green, pale blue, and maize) within vine and floral border. 81 x 65.5 cm (32 x 25-3/4 inches). 8 insets, from lower margin and winding up along right margin: Galveston and Vicinity Texas; Vicinity of the Rio Grande; New Orleans and Delta of the Mississippi Louisiana; Mobile Harbor Alabama; Entrance to Pensacola Bay; Wilmington and Vicinity N. Carolina; Beaufort and Vicinity N. Carolina; Charleston Harbor and Its Approaches S. Carolina. Folded into pocket covers: 16mo, original blind-stamped dark brown cloth (14.2 x 9.2 cm; 5-7/8 x 3-5/8 inches), gilt-lettered on upper cover: COLTON’S MAP OF THE SOUTHERN STATES, SHOWING THE COUNTIES & RAILROADS, CITIES, TOWNS, RAILROAD STATIONS, &C. G. W. & C. B. COLTON & CO.; printed broadside on front pastedown with publishers’ advertisement. Map with three clean splits at lower margin (no losses), folds at middle section split and reinforced with Japanese tissue. Pocket covers very fine. Overall a very fine copy with brilliant coloring.


This map is one of the most detailed and large-scale (48 miles to the inch) treatments of the Southern states during the Reconstruction period. Its genesis was the series of handsome maps of the South that the Colton firm put out during the Civil War (1861 and other editions). This post–Civil War edition is important for transportation history because of its emphasis on railroad routes. The map embraces the entire South, but is especially valuable for its detail in Texas and Indian Territory, setting out railroad routes, geographical features, postal routes, location of Native American tribes, steamship routes, towns, settlements, explorers’ routes (such as Johnston and Whipple), traders’ posts, and forts. The map also has occasional printed commentary such as that found in Taylor County, Texas (“healthy and very fertile rolling table lands”). Commentary in the lower Rio Grande Valley is “extensive grass plains, herds of wild horses and cattle.” Not in Modelski, Railroad Maps of the United States.

($750-1,500)

36. [MAP: SOUTHWEST U.S., MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA]. MITCHELL, S[amuel] Augustus. Map of Mexico, including Yucatan & Upper California, Exhibiting the Chief Cities and Towns, the Principal Travelling Routes &c. Philadelphia: Published by S. Augustus Mitchell N.E. Corner of Market and Seventh Sts. 1847 Entered according to the Act of Congress in the Year 1846 by S. Augustus Mitchell in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Lithographed map, original full coloring of Mexico and vivid rose outline coloring of Texas. 44.1 x 64.1 cm (17-1/4 x 25-1/4 inches). Inset street map and environs of Monterrey at top right on tinted pink ground: The Late Battlefield (15.3 x 19.4 cm; 6 x 7-5/8 inches). Folded into original covers: 16mo (13.6 x 8.2 cm; 5-1/8 x 3-1/4 inches), embossed purple roan covers, stamped in gilt on upper cover (MEXICO), front pastedown with printed statistical broadside: Extent and Population of Mexico. Other than very light browning at folds, a superb copy, as issued, with very strong coloring. Lower pastedown with small printed ticket “H.E.H. Dupl.” [Huntington duplicate].


This is a very early issue of this oft-reworked Mexican-American War map. The earliest issue is thought to have the inset battle plan at the top uncolored (here it is on a pink ground), the inset at top identified only as The Late Battlefield (as in the present copy), fewer battlefields marked (Alamo, San Jacinto, Palo Alto, Resaca de Palma). The present copy has flags at the noted sites, and has added Buena Vista. This map was part of the series of popular maps published by Mitchell to provide constantly evolving news to satisfy the public’s riveted focus on the course of the Mexican-American War and “Manifest Destiny.” What began as a rather modest affair changed over the course of the war, with Mitchell revising his original map until it had grown far larger than this early issue. By 1847, Mitchell had added a large inset Map of the Principal Roads, but with the same title to the upper inset. In yet another version of the larger map, the inset at upper right is renamed The Battle Field of Monterey. For other versions of Mitchell’s map, see Streeter Sale 3868 & 3869; Taliaferro 284; and Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 548; Maps of the California Gold Region 35. Here Texas is outlined in bright rose in the Emory configuration, with its overweening Panhandle extending north into Wyoming.

($5,000-10,000)

37. [MAP: TEXAS (Washington County)]. CLAMPITT, Nathan A[rnett]. Manuscript survey map and description signed and dated by surveyor Nathan A. Clampitt, delineating and describing property in Washington County owned by James H. Holt (surveyed for John R. Weir and James H. Calvert). Washington County, September 16, 1845. 1 p., 4to, on ruled paper, drawn and written in blue ink. The map of the 350-acre property is titled: James R. Weir & James H. Calvert 350 acres (approximately 7.2 x 7.5 cm; 2-3/4 x 3 inches). Stained at folds and light uniform browning.


This small abstract survey map made in the last days of the Republic, though not a large and grand piece, is interesting documentation on surveying in the Republic of Texas and the lands and parties to which it relates. Surveyor Clampitt was the son of one of the Old Three Hundred, Susanah Graves Clampitt (1781-1868), one of the few women to receive a Spanish land grant (3,333 acres in Washington) in her own name.

($250-500)

Miniature Emory Map

38. [MAP: TEXAS, THE SOUTHWESTERN STATES, MEXICO & THE BORDERLANDS]. ENSIGN, T. & E. H. Ensign. Map of Texas and Part of Mexico Reduced and Compiled from the Congressional Map and Other Recent Authorities. Published by T. & E. H. Ensign, N.Y. [below neatline]: Entered According to Act of Congress in the Year 1846 by A. Willard in the Clerks Office in the District Court of the Southern District of N.Y. Engraved map on clay-coated paper mounted on original card stock. 15 x 11.7 cm (6 x 4-5/8 inches). Contemporary outline color in lilac, later shading in yellow, green, and blue, ornamental border with wove pattern motif in pink. Slight wear at corners and edges, removable tape on verso, otherwise fine. Rare.


This small-format, exquisitely engraved map is very rare and unusual. The focus of the map is Texas, in a slightly reworked Emory conformation but with more detail provided. The map probably was created to respond to the public’s demand for more information on the theaters of the Mexican-American War. Day, Maps of Texas, p. 43.

($3,000-6,000)

39. [MAP: UNITED STATES]. CASE, TIFFANY & CO. The United States from the Latest Authorities Published by Case, Tiffany & Co. Hartford. Undated. Lithographed map on bank note paper with original color on states and territories (rose, yellow, green, and pale blue). 54.5 x 101 cm (21-1/2 inches x 39-1/2 inches). At right upper margin is Explanation, a key with symbols for capitals, towns, counties, canals, railroads, courthouses. Creased where formerly folded, a few clean splits at fold, two small oxidation spots on New Mexico, but generally fine with good color retention.


The map is from John Hayward’s A Gazetteer of the United States of America (Hartford, 1853). Sabin 31070. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 664 & III, pp. 148-149: “A fine specimen, possibly in part based on the Typographical Engineer’s map of ‘1850’ that was really 1851. Without going into details, it is clear and definite in the West. There are the usual widespread territories for Utah, New Mexico, and Oregon, while the not-yet-existing Nebraska covers a vast area east of the Rocky Mountains from the Canadian border to Texas and New Mexico. The Gila is the southern border, and California has approximately its present shape. Names now appear in the central valley, for example, Marysville and Yuba City, Fremont, Vernon, Boston, Sacramento City, Webster, Stockton, Stanislaus, and ‘N.York,’ in the valley, ‘Brophy’s Ranch’ (on the Yuba), ‘Lucha City’ (on the same stream), and Jamestown (in the southern diggins), but no other place names in the mines. This is a strange mixture of up-to-date information, and much that goes back for years.” Texas is shown with a misformed, drooping Big Bend, and an apocryphal “Old Spanish Military Road from Santa Fe to San Antonio” is delineated. “City of the Great Salt Lake Mormon Sett[lement]” is indicated in Utah. Frémont’s routes of exploration are shown.

($500-1,000)

40. [MAP: UNITED STATES]. GILMAN, E. Untitled map of the United States and western territories, including California, Texas, and Mexico, showing boundaries after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, with tables of text at sides setting out areas of Western territories and eastern states [below neat line]: E. Gilman, Draftsman P. S. Duval’s Lithy., Press Philada. [Washington, 1848]. Lithographed map with original shading and outline color (blue, grey, green, rose, yellow, pink); map measures 35 x 55.2 cm (13-3/4 x 21-3/4 inches); map and text overall measures 35 x 85 cm (13-3/4 x 33-1/2 inches). Small chip from upper blank corner, neatly restored and folds mended, generally fine.


This little-known but important map documents the changes in the U.S. landscape due to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Garrett & Goodwin, The Mexican-American War, p. 414. Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 561 & III, p. 50; Maps of the California Gold Region 42. The map appeared in the following report: UNITED STATES. PRESIDENT. (James K. Polk). Message of the President of the United States to the Two Houses of Congress. At the Commencement of the Second Session of the Thirtieth Congress. Washington: HRED1, 1848. We have occasionally found this map in another government report: UNITED STATES. PRESIDENT (Zachary Taylor). California and New Mexico. Message from the President of the United States, Transmitting Information in Answer to a Resolution of the House of the 31st of December, 1849, on the Subject of California and New Mexico. [Washington]: HED17, 1850 (see Kurutz, The California Gold Rush 105 and Plains & Rockies IV:179a&b). It may also have appeared in a General Land Office document.

($400-800)

41. [MAP: UNITED STATES, LOWER CANADA, MEXICO & CENTRAL AMERICA]. CASE, TIFFANY & COMPANY. Map of the United States Hartd. Published by Case Tiffany & Company 1851. Lithographed map on bank note paper with original color on states and countries (rose, yellow, green, and pale blue), 60.2 x 61 cm (23-5/8 x 24 inches). At right upper margin is Explanation, a key with symbols for capitals, towns according to size, missionary stations, courthouses, forts, canals, military posts, and mines. 2 vignettes: (1) Capital at Washington; (2) Washington (oval bust portrait of George Washington with national emblem above and vine border below). Creased where formerly folded and a few pinholes at folds (no losses), otherwise very fine and crisp.


The United States is shown shortly after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Texas is in its modern configuration, but the state is distorted by stretching to the east and by a Rio Grande that flows more vertically north to south than it really does. The border between New Mexico and Mexico runs southwest from El Paso before turning up to the Gila River. Yucatan is colored as separate from Mexico. The firm of Case, Tiffany & Co. did not produce a great number of maps but the few they produced have a unique look, being on bank note paper, using the same color scheme with a predominance of pink, and with a slightly angular slant to the territories delineated. It seems likely they produced the maps that appeared in various editions of Niles’s History of South America and Mexico that appeared in various editions in Hartford in the 1830s (see Streeter 1285).

($300-600)

Pocket Map & Early Guide to California & Oregon

One of the First Maps to Show Texas as a State

42. [MAP & GUIDE: TEXAS, OREGON, CALIFORNIA & THE WEST]. MITCHELL, S[amuel] Augustus. A New Map of Texas, Oregon and California with the Regions Adjoining. Compiled from the Most Recent Authorities. Philadelphia Published by S. Augustus Mitchell N.E. Corner of Market & Seventh Streets. [Lower left above border]: Entered according to Act of Congress in the Year 1845 by H. N. Burroughs in the Clerks Office of the District Court of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Lithographed map with original outline coloring and shading (rose, pink, yellow, olive green, and tan), ornate border (pink and green). 56.7 x 52.2 cm (22-1/4 x 20-1/2 inches). [Lower left]: Explanation... [and] Emigrant Route from Missouri to Oregon.... [With guide book]: Accompaniment to Mitchell’s New Map of Texas, Oregon, and California, with the Regions Adjoining. Philadelphia: S. Augustus Mitchell, N. E. Cor. Market and Seventh Sts., 1846. 46 pp. Folded into pocket covers: 16mo, original purple embossed roan, gilt-lettered on upper cover: TEXAS, OREGON AND CALIFORNIA. Intermittent slight foxing to guide. A few minor fox marks to map, which has two short breaks at folds. Superb condition, as issued. In 1917, Dr. Rosenbach described this map and guide as “very rare.”


First printing of a landmark map and guide for the American West. This emigrant guide is among the earliest guides to California and Oregon. Mitchell reworked his guide and map in 1849 to emphasize the California gold region and how to get there (see Kurutz, The California Gold Rush 447a). The map made its appearance in various forms and formats, including use as an inset in a large wall map of the United States, but this is the preferred issue. Baughman, Kansas in Maps, p. 35: “A deservedly popular map of the West.” Braislin 1268. Cohen, Mapping the West, pp. 134-135 (discussing how Brigham Young obtained copies of the map when preparing for the Mormon western migration in 1846): “The most popular [map] of the West published up to that time, and in many ways it defined the American public’s view of the country’s changing geography.... Published on the eve of the Mexican War and one of the first to show Texas as a state.... The boundaries of the new state are extravagantly conceived on the map, with claimed land reaching the upper Rio Grande as far west as Santa Fe.” Cowan II, p. 433. Graff 2841. Holliday 787 (the Littell copy). Howes M685. Littell 742. Martin & Martin 36. Plains & Rockies IV:122b. Sabin 49714. Schwartz & Ehrenberg, The Mapping of America, p. 276: “A composite map, it judiciously incorporated the recent work of Nicollet, Wilkes, Frémont, and Emory. Both the Oregon Trail and the ‘Caravan route to Santa Fe’ are included.” Siebert Sale 855 (fetching $20,700 in 1999, “a sparkling copy”—every bit as good as the present one, we might add). Smith 2579. Streeter Sale 2711. Wheat, Maps of the Gold Region 29; Mapping the Transmississippi West 520 & III, p. 35: “This map represents a great step forward [utilizing] the recent explorations that had bounded and determined the nature of the Great Basin.”


Of course, the map is dazzling and has been discussed at length in the cartographical literature. However, the text of the lengthy guide is not without interest for what it reveals in the discussions of Texas (“the raising of live stock is the principal and favourite occupation of the Texans”), Oregon (“the United States have an indubitable claim to the whole region of Oregon, from N. lat. 42° to 54° 40’”), Indian Territory, Iowa, and Missouri Territory. On the Mexican territory of California, Mitchell’s guide comments: “This part of Mexico was declared independent in 1845. It has of late attracted much attention in the United States; a number of American citizens are already settled in it, and many others are preparing to emigrate thither.” Commentary on native Californianos includes: “Descended from the old Spaniards, they are unfortunately found to have all their vices without a proper share of their virtues. They are exceedingly fond of gambling, which is equally in favour with the male and the female portion of the community. Their games consist in cards, dice, &c. Their amusements are cock-fighting, bull and bear-baiting, and dancing; these are the predominant occupations of their lives, always accompanied with excessive drinking. The female portion of the community are ignorant, degraded, and the slaves of their husbands.” When one group of human beings gets in the way of another group who wish to dominate through territorial expansion, it is not unusual that the resident peoples in question will soon be demoted to some subclass of humanity.
($10,000-20,000)

43. [MAP & GUIDE: UNITED STATES]. Phelps’s National Map of the United States, a Travellers Guide. Embracing the Principal Rail Roads, Canals, Steam Boat & Stage Routes, throughout the Union. New York. Published by Ensigns & Thayer, 50 Ann Street, 1849. Drawn & Engraved by J. M. Atwood, New York. Portraits, & St. Arms, Engd by, Wm. D. Smith. Entered According to the Act of Congress in the Year 1845 by H. Phelps. In the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the Southern District of N. York. Engraved map on bank note paper, measuring 51.2 x 64.8 cm (20-1/8 x 25-1/2 inches), original outline coloring (yellow, rose, pink, blue, orange, green) and border composed of 48 vignettes (portraits of presidents, patriots, other luminaries, state seals including Texas, national seal and motto, and scenes—including signing the Declaration of Independence); inset maps of South Florida, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New York, Boston, Chicago. [With guide book]: Phelps’s Travellers’ Guide through the United States; Containing upwards of Seven Hundred Rail-Road, Canal, and Stage and Steam-Boat Routes Accompanied with a New Map of the United States. New York: Published by Ensigns & Thayer, 1849. [2] 70 pp. Map and guide within original covers: 16mo (14.2 x 8.7 cm; 5-5/8 x 3-3/8 inches), original black morocco elaborately gilt stamped on upper cover with steamboat and train, design repeated in blind on lower cover, marbled endpapers, a.e.g. Map with very light browning at folds and on map panel affixed to covers, otherwise the map is superb, with fresh, bright coloring. Text with light uniform foxing and a few spots, but generally very fine, with contemporary ink ownership inscription of L. E. Powers on front free endpaper.


This popular guide to travel in the U.S. was published and reissued numerous times, originally as Phelps & Ensigns’s Traveller’s Guide in 1838. See Buck (347), Graff (1253 & 3269), Howes (E165 & P291), etc. Phelps’s Guide was first published under the present title in 1847. The guide contains tables of routes and distances for all of the states east of the Mississippi River, as well as Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana. Phelps was one of the more enthusiastic boosters of Western travel and emigration. This guide gives details on travel to Oregon, the Red River, and Texas. The map shows the eastern half of the United States and reaches into Texas as far west as Huntsville, Houston, and Austin. Map printed on strong but lightweight bank note paper conveniently folding into small-format covers were extensively used by travelers in the United States beginning in the early nineteenth century with the introduction of bank note paper. The rapid increase in modes of transportation led to accompanying guides setting out the connecting links of roads, railroads, and steamboats, along with schedules, distances, and other historical and useful travel information. Because of their extensive use, pocket travel maps are rare survivals.

($750-1,500)

44. [MAP & GUIDE: UNITED STATES]. WEBSTER, J. Map of the United States Published by J. Webster New-York. 1836. Entered according to Act of Congress, on the 20th. of March 1834: by James Webster, in the Office of the Clerk of the Southern District of New York. Engraved by Wm. Chapin. Engraved map on bank note paper, measuring 40.5 x 49.8 cm (15-7/8 x 19-5/8 inches), original outline coloring (yellow, rose, blue), piano-key border; at lower left is a large portrait of George Washington with oval decorative border; at the lower center is Population of the United States [1800-1830].... With foldout letterpress broadside: Travellers Guide and Statistical View of the United States (text within ornamental typographical border, 45.3 x 57 cm; 17-3/4 x 22-3/8 inches). Map and guide folded into original covers: 16mo (13.2 x 8.7 cm; 5-1/8 x 3-3/8 inches) original black leather over navy blue stiff paper boards with gilt lettering on upper cover: WEBSTER’S TRAVELLER’S GUIDE; and on lower cover: COMPLETE GUIDE THROUGH THE UNITED STATES. The map is very fine and bright with archival reinforcement using Japanese tissue at folds. Folds of letterpress guide reinforced (mostly with heatset tissue). Fragile boards lightly worn (primarily at edges) and gilt lettering dull.


American Imprints 42373. Eberstadt 138:724 (1834 edition). Sabin 102324. Another travel pocket map of the type described in the preceding entry. The makers of such pocket maps extensively borrowed, stole, traded, and legitimately purchased from one another the information found in such guides. Webster’s guide is no exception, and Mitchell and Phelps are among the conjectured sources for the present work. What interests us most about this map is its exuberantly engraved and charmingly executed portrait of George Washington done with a variety of engraving techniques (including stipple and line engraving) and the barely discernable engraved statement on the map: Engraved by Wm Chapin. The Philadelphia artist-engraver was William Chapin (1801-1888), who worked in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New York (see Groce & Wallace, p. 118 and Stauffer, Fielding & Gage, American Engravers upon Copper and Steel I, pp. 43-44). Fielding (p. 145) states: “About 1827, Mr. Chapin turned his attention to projecting and engraving maps, and in time he established an extensive map business in New York. Chapin’s large map of the United States is said to be the first map engraved upon steel in this country” (see American Imprints 54885 & Phillips, America, p. 892).


This scarce map and guide shows the young Republic west to the Rocky Mountains (designated as Missouri Territory) and locates Long’s Peak. The territories of tribes are located, such as Comanche, Black Foot, Sioux, Iowa, and Cheyenne. Most of present-day Texas is shown, although still designated as part of Mexico (the only located town is Nacogdoches). Rivers are delineated, and Galveston and Matagorda Bays, Aransas Inlet Bay, and Padre Island are pinpointed.

($500-1,000)

45. [MAP REFERENCE]. RUIZ NAUFAL, V. M. El territorio mexicano... [with] Planos y mapas.... Mexico: Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social, 1982. Text: xxxviii, 447 [4] + xvi, 787 [3] pp., hundreds of illustrations and maps, many in color and/or folding. Map portfolio: 36 colored maps, each with descriptive text. 3 vols., large folio, original brown cloth, beige cloth backstrips. Light to moderate outer wear, but overall a fine set.


First edition. A lavish exposition of the cartography of Mexico from pre-Cortesian maps to the present. The first volume is devoted to maps of Mexico in general, and the second volume devotes a chapter to each Mexican state, including states formerly part of Mexico but now in the United States. Reproduced are many previously unpublished manuscript maps that relate to America in general, the Southwestern U.S., and the Mexican-American War. This set has been out of print for quite some time and is difficult to locate as it was produced as a gift set to be given away by the Mexican government.

($300-600)

46. MEXICO (Republic). LAWS (April 14, 1836). Decree of the Congreso general, approved by José Justo Corro, President ad interim, on April 14, 1836, and promulgated the same day by José María Tornel, substituting perpetual banishment for the death penalty in the case of certain Texan prisoners of war, but not members of the government and leaders of the revolution, and fixing in some cases lesser penalties. Dated and signed at end: México 14 de Abril de 1836 Tornel. [With heading]: Secretaria de Guerra y Marina. Sección Central. — Mesa 1a. 2 pp., folio. Old paper repair on p. 2. Left margin rough where removed from bound volume (no losses).


First edition. Eberstadt, Texas 839. Streeter 876: “This decree was passed in the flush of the victory at the Alamo, applied to those rebellious Texans who surrendered within fifteen days or such greater or lesser time as Santa Anna might fix, and gave Santa Anna the right to fix the times and places of embarkation of those banished. Those not already subject to the death penalty might be punished by ten years imprisonment in interior regions of the Mexican republic, distant at least 70 leagues from the coast and the land frontiers.”

($600-1,200)

47. MEXICO (Republic). LAWS. [Heading]: Ministerio de Justicia Negocios eclesiásticos Instrucción Pública. [Text commences]: El Exmo. Sr. Presidente de la República se ha servido dirigirme el decreto que sigue: “Antonio López de Santa-Anna....he tenido á bien decretar la siguiente: Ley para el arreglo de la administración de justicia en los tribunales y juzgados del fero común....” [Dated on p. 45]: México, á 16 de Diciembre de 1853, Antonio López de Santa-Anna...El Ministro de Justicia, Negocios Eclesiásticos é Instrucción Pública, [Teodosio] Lares [with Lares’s ink paraph]. 50 pp. Small folio, contemporary plain paper wrappers, original stitching. Top portion of upper wrapper torn away, stitching reinforced with staples, first leaf stained and foxed, occasional light staining to remainder of text. Very rare.


First printing of the revised judicial code formulated during Santa Anna’s short-lived final centralist dictatorship, which began when he triumphantly entered Mexico City on April 19, 1853. This law was intended to regulate the administration of justice in the courts and tribunals of common jurisdiction. California is still designated as part of Mexico and placed under the jurisdiction of Guadalajara. Not in Palau, Sabin, Sutro, etc. Other editions of this law exist, but this 50-page version is very rare, and possibly a very limited edition for official use only. The document bears the ink paraph of conservative Aguascalientes jurist Teodosio Lares (1806-1870), who served as Ministro de Justicia in Santa Anna’s last presidency and wrote these laws. He was briefly President of Mexico during the chaos of 1863, and joined the Junta de Notables, who offered Maximilian the crown. Maximilian rewarded Lares by appointing him Vicepresidente del Supremo Tribunal de Justicia del Imperio and Consejero de Gobierno. Lares was also a member of the Junta de 35 Notables who refused to accept Maximilian’s abdication.

($750-1,500)

Spin-Doctoring San Jacinto

48. MEXICO (Republic). PRESIDENTE INTERINO (José Justo Corro). El Presidente interino de la República a los valientes del ejercito mexicano.... [text commences]: ¡Soldados! Uno de los azares tan frecuentes en la guerra ha puesto en poder de los enemigos de la independencia al heroico vencedor de Tampico, al presidente de la república, á vuestro géneral én gefe.... [Another decree below]: El Presidente interino de la República a sus conciudadanos. La Providencia cuyos decretos son inescrutables, ha permitido que una corta parte de nuestro ejército sufriera en Tejas un reves, cuando el resto de las fuerzas mexicanas llegaba y vencia en todas partes.... Guanajuato: Reimpresas en la oficina del C. Ruperto Rocha, dirigida por Miguel Telles Barbosa, 1836. Two announcements printed on recto of one sheet. 1 p., folio broadside. Creased at center where formerly folded, mild foxing along fold and in blank left margins at top and bottom. Pencil notes of Eberstadt at top, and those of Mexican book scout Roberto Valles below. Exceedingly rare and unrecorded. We would not be the least surprised if this is the only copy extant of this momentous broadside.


This Guanajuato broadside prints two separate decrees relating to the capture and defeat of Santa Anna at the Battle of San Jacinto (see Streeter 884 & 884.1, locating two copies each of the Mexico City printings, but not listing this Guanajuato broadside issue). The first decree (cf. Streeter 884.1) is a classic example of a government attempting to put a good face on the darkest moment of defeat and despair. Blithely ignoring the ignominious defeat of the Mexican army and the capture of Santa Anna at the Battle of San Jacinto, the interim President of Mexico declares that Santa Anna is eager to finish the attack on Texas in a single mighty blow. He explains that Santa Anna had engaged only a small number of his troops against a vast number of Texans (of course, the exact opposite is the truth). The second decree (cf. Streeter 884) is the text of interim President Corro’s first announcement to the Mexican people that the Mexican Army was defeated by the Texans and Santa Anna captured. The President reports that the Mexican army is now blazing with desire to ransom Santa Anna and wreak vengeance on the rebellious Texans. Streeter points out that although this announcement was made to the Mexican populace on May 19, there is documentation proving that as early as May 15 (and probably earlier), the Mexican government was well aware of the debacle on April 21 on the field at San Jacinto, the concluding military event of the Texas Revolution. The defeat reported here documents a momentous event that would affect not only Texas, but also the entire United States, leading directly to the acquisition of about a third of present-day U.S. territory.

($1,200-2,400)

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

49. MEXICO & UNITED STATES. TREATY (Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo). Tratado de paz, amistad, límites y arreglo definitivo entre la República Mexicana y los Estados-Unidos de América...con las modificaciones con que ha sido aprobado por el Senado, y ratificado por el Presidente de los Estados-Unidos. Querétero: Imprenta de J. M. Lara, calle de Chirimoyo núm. 15, 1848. [With continuous signatures, as issued]. Esposición dirigida al Supremo Gobierno por los comisionados que firmaron el tratado de paz con los Estados-Unidos. Queréaro[sic]: Imprenta de José M. Lara, calle de Chirimoyo número 45, 1848. [1-3] 4-28 (treaty, text in parallel columns of Spanish and English); [1-3] 4-27 [1] (Esposición, in Spanish) pp. 8vo, new Mexican tan leather, spine gilt-lettered, new endpapers. Some leaves shaved close at top into page numbers, some leaves near end of second work lightly dampstained in lower blank margin, signature 6 in second work browned, overall light browning. Lacks wrappers.


First edition (without the added protocols); first issue of the Esposición, with Querétaro misspelled in imprint. Bauer 481. Cowan II, p. 252. Graff 2775. Eberstadt, Texas 846. Howell 50, California 163. Howes M565. Libros Californianos (Dawson & Howell list), p. 29, “This was the treaty that gave California to the United States.” Palau 339388. Streeter Sale 281: “This is the text of the treaty as signed at Querétaro 2 February 1848.... The treaty was transmitted to the United States Senate by President Polk in a message of 22 February and after various amendments was consented to by the Senate on 10 March 1848.... The Esposición at the end of the 2 February text written by the hard pressed Mexican signatories in defense of their cession of California and New Mexico to the United States, has continuous signatures with the Tratado, and though it has a separate imprint it is part of the Tratado—TWS.”


In November 1835, the northern part of the Mexican state of Coahuila y Tejas declared itself in revolt against Santa Anna’s centralist government. In February 1836, Texas declared its territory to be independent and claimed a southern border of the Rio Grande rather than the Rio Nueces that Mexico asserted. Following the Battle of San Jacinto, Mexico perceived Texas as a mutinous province they would eventually bring back into the fold. In December 1845, the United States Congress voted to annex the Republic of Texas and ordered General Zachary Taylor to the Rio Grande to maintain the Rio Grande border. Predictable clashes between Mexican troops and U.S. forces provided the rationale for the U.S. declaration of war on May 13, 1846. The Mexican-American War (or, depending on one’s point of view, Invasión Norteamericana) lasted two years, with far-flung theaters of war, including South Texas, Monterrey, New Mexico, California, Chihuahua, Veracruz, Puebla, and, most decisively, in Mexico City, which General Winfield Scott captured in August 1847.


Nicholas Trist, President Polk’s representative, and Mexican officials immediately began negotiations for a treaty of peace, and on February 2, 1848, the treaty was signed in the town of Guadalupe Hidalgo, where the Mexican government had fled when U.S. troops advanced. The ceremony took place on February 2, 1848, in the shadow of the Villa of Guadalupe, the place of the highly respected shrine dedicated to Mexico’s patron saint, the Virgin of Guadalupe, in Mexico City. Not even the patron saint of Mexico could alter the tides of history. By the Treaty of Guadalupe, Mexico ceded 55 percent of its territory (present-day Arizona, California, New Mexico, Texas, and parts of Colorado, Nevada, and Utah) in exchange for fifteen million dollars to compensate for damage to Mexican property by U.S. troops. The Texas border was set at the Rio Grande (Article V), civil and property rights of Mexican citizens living within the new border were guaranteed (Articles VIII and IX), and protocols were established for arbitrating future disputes (Article XXI). When the U.S. ratified the Treaty of Guadalupe in March, it deleted Article X, pledging protection of Mexican land grants. U.S. troops departed Mexico City after Senate ratification.


The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is often described as resounding, and that is no exaggeration. Decades of “Manifest Destiny”—overt and sub rosa—were at last realized by the United States. Geography, property ownership, culture, religion, civil rights, lives, and ways of life were forever altered by the words in this imprint. This treaty is a foundation stone in the history and literature of the borderlands. In a 1987 exhibit at the Huntington Library, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was proposed as a possible addition to an expanded Zamorano 80.
($1,500-3,000)

50. MEXICO & UNITED STATES. TREATY (Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo). Tratado de paz, amistad, limites y arreglo definitivo entre la República Mexicana y los Estados-Unidos de America. Concluido por los plenipotenciarios en Guadalupe Hidalgo el 2 de Febrero, ratifacado en Washington el 10 de Marzo, y en Querétaro el 30 de Mayo de 1848. [Treaty of Peace, Friendship, Boundaries, and Definitive Settlement between the United States of America and the Mexican Republic; Concluded by the Plenipotentiaries in Guadalupe Hidalgo on the 2nd of February, Ratified in Washington on the 10th of March, and in Querétaro on the 30th of May, 1848]. Mexico: Imprenta de I. Cumplido, Calle de los Rebeldes, N. 2, 1848. [1-5] 6-55 [1] pp. 8vo, original beige printed wrappers (title within ornamental border), bound in new full black Mexican leather, title in gilt on spine, new endpapers. Except for minor soiling to wrappers and scattered light stains, fine.


First complete edition, with the added protocols, which were necessary for the conclusion of the peace treaty (this edition is much scarcer than the Querétaro printing issued a few months before). Cowan II, p. 252. Harper 201:658: “One of the rarest issues of the great Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, by which the United States extended its frontiers to the Pacific Ocean.” Howes M565. Palau 339389. Streeter Sale 282: “This is a most unusual document for as shown by the collation, instead of incorporating in a new text the amendments to the treaty of 2 February 1848, made by the Senate of the United States, the text of the treaty as originally signed on 2 February is given followed by the text of the amendments made by the Senate. There follows a statement of Peña y Peña dated 30 May 1848, approving the treaty with the foregoing modifications, and then follows a Protocol dated 28 May construing in a manner apparently satisfactory to Mexico what the United States meant by certain of the amendments. It is somewhat frustrating that this unusual procedure and protocol is not mentioned by Justin Smith in his War with Mexico though he frequently discusses at interminable length various phases of the war.—TWS”


Naturally, it seemed to many Mexicans that the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo gave away a large portion of their country, and in the Esposición that follows the treaty proper, the Mexican commissioners who signed the treaty justify their actions. They stress that while the U.S. had a stable and prosperous government, Mexico was poor, internally divided, and unprepared for the struggle. There are some interesting observations on Texas, especially regarding the Nueces Strip. The commissioners contend that in fleeing to Matamoros after the battle of San Jacinto, the Mexican Army gave the Texans grounds for their claims to the area.


Article XI sets out how to deal with Native Americans: “Considering that a great part of the terriries [i.e., territories] which, by the present treaty, are to be comprehended for the future within the limits of the United States, is now occupied by savage tribes, who will hereafter be under the exclusive control of the government of the United States, and whose incursions within the territory of Mexico would be prejudicial in the extreme, it is solemnly agreed that all such incursions shall be forcibly restrained by the government of the United States whensoever this may be necessary.... It shall not be lawful, under any pretext whatever, for any inhabitant of the United States to purchase or acquire any Mexican or any foreigner residing in Mexico, who may have been captured by Indians inhabiting the territory of either of the two republics, nor to purchase or acquire horses, mules, cattle, or property of any kind, stolen within Mexican territory, by such Indians; nor to provide such Indians with firearms or amunition [sic], by sale or otherwise.”

($1,500-3,000)

51. PARKER, James W. [& Rachel Parker Plummer]. Narrative of the Perilous Adventures, Miraculous Escapes and Sufferings of Rev. James W. Parker during a Frontier Residence in Texas, of Fifteen Years; with an Impartial Geographical Description of the Climate, Soil, Timber, Water, &c., &c., &c. of Texas; Written by Himself. To Which is Appended a Narrative of the Capture and Subsequent Sufferings of Mrs. Rachel Plummer (His Daughter), during a Captivity of Twenty-One Months among the Cumanche [sic] Indians, with a Sketch of their Manners, Customs, Laws, &c.; with a Short Description of the Country over Which She Travelled Whilst with the Indians; Written by Herself.... Louisville: Morning Courier Office, 1844. 95, 35 (i.e., 36) pp. (first 12 leaves at front with photofacsimiles where damaged, final 6 leaves supplied in photofacsimile). 8vo, new plain paper wrappers (lacks original printed wrappers). Occasional pencil notes, scattered soiling and foxing throughout, first few leaves slightly dog-eared. We have made no attempt to create a facsimile that might later be mistaken as original leaves. Preserved in leather and cloth clamshell box.


First edition of a work crucial for the history of Texas, the genre of Indian captivity, and women’s history. Bradford 4169. Field 1176. Howes P80 (rated “dd”). Rader 2592. Raines, p. 161. Sabin 58685. Streeter 1525: “The capture of Fort Parker on the Navasota River in the then quite unsettled part of Texas and the subsequent captivities are among the famous events in Texas history.” Tate, The Indians of Texas 2322. This book is the virtually unobtainable first edition of Parker’s Narrative and the second, expanded edition of his daughter Rachel’s narrative of her captivity, the latter first published at Houston in 1838 (see Streeter 242, who located one copy only). The first edition of Plummer’s narrative is the first “Indian captivity” concerning a Texas incident that was actually published in Texas. No copy of the present work is listed in the auction records for the past thirty years. We prefer not to offer defective copies, but this book is so rare and important that we are willing to make an exception. The book is more rare than might be assumed from the locations cited in Streeter and RLIN. In obtaining copies for the facsimile leaves, we discovered some of those copies cited are ghosts, some are the partial 1926 reprint, and of the ones that actually exist, some are defective. The rarity of this edition may arise from several factors. First, it was a relatively cheap publication destined by inherent vice to disintegrate over time. Second, because of its spectacular, titillating content, many copies may well have been read to death. Finally, because of that same content, copies may have been destroyed as unfit reading material by the Mrs. Grundys of the day who would probably have highly disapproved of the narrative’s graphic sexual nature.


Probably the most famous incident involving Native Americans at the time of the Texas Revolution was the attack on Fort Parker described in these two firsthand accounts. The Parker family was led into Texas in 1834 by Daniel Parker, who at the time of the attack had just returned from fighting in the Battle of San Jacinto. This family, with its strong Celtic roots, prudently built their own fort outside present-day Mexia in Limestone County, Texas, for protection from regional tribes, who naturally did not care all that much for their new paleface neighbors. On May 19, 1836, while most of the men in the Parker clan worked in the fields outside the fort, a band of several hundred Comanche warriors approached the fort waving a white flag. They requested beef and water, and when they were told no beef was available, the men remaining in the fort were killed and emasculated. The women were beaten and raped, including the family matriarch, who was unceremoniously stripped and pinned to the ground with a lance. Hearing the approach of other Parker men from the fields, the Comanche departed quickly, taking five hostages, including Rachel Plummer (1819-1839) and celebrated captive Cynthia Ann Parker (1825-ca. 1871), future mother of Comanche chief Quanah Parker. The family matriarch, apparently a tough old bird, wrested the spear from her body, pulled herself up, and lived to tell the tale.


The Parker clan immediately rode hell-for-leather in pursuit of the Comanche, joined by other outraged, hotheaded Texans. The Comanche made it to the Trinity River, where they camped overnight, entertaining themselves by repeatedly raping the women captives. In the morning, the war party split into several groups and their pursuers gave chase, but finally the Texians had to admit defeat and give up the chase. Afterward, Rachel’s father, Reverend James Parker (1797-1864), made three trips into Comanche territory searching for his daughter and the other captives, but each time he returned home empty-handed. Some of the captives died, but others were sold or given to other tribes. Rachel Plummer lived as a Comanche slave for over a year and a half. While in captivity Rachel bore a child and was forced to witness her infant’s grisly torture and murder by the Comanche. Eventually a Santa Fé trader ransomed Rachel, but she did not live long after her redemption, due in part to lingering complications resulting from her mental and physical tribulations. Plummer’s narrative, though sometimes questioned as not entirely accurate, is nevertheless interesting and valuable for the details it conveys about Native Americans in Texas and their interactions with Anglos at the time. A 1926 supposed reprint of this edition is in fact only partial.


The vivid drama of shocking events relating to the attack and captivity has somewhat overshadowed the importance of Parker’s excellent description of Texas (pp. 43-94), which would have been especially useful to emigrants, to whom it seems to have been principally directed. For more on James W. Parker and Rachel Parker Plummer, see Handbook of Texas Online.

($1,000-2,000)

52. ROBINSON, James W. Autograph letter signed to Ira Randolph Lewis, strongly urging Lewis to quickly come and take his seat at the General Council. San Felipe de Austin, January 16, 1836. 1 p., small folio, plus integral leaf with address: “Gov. James W. Robinson Letter Austin Jany. 23rd 1836. San Felipe Jan 21 1836. Free J. W. Robinson Acting Gov. Ira R. Lewis Esq. Matagorda Texas.” Paper browned and creased where formerly folded, a few splits and minor voids at folds (no losses), remains of wax seal. Provenance: From a direct descendant of recipient Ira Randolph Lewis.


This is a good, strong letter clearly documenting the urgency many Texans felt about establishing their own independent government as the wheels of war rolled inexorably forward in January 1836. Writing as “Acting Governor,” Robinson (1790-1857) urges in part: “It has become absolutely necessary that you give your attendance in this place without delay. And it is hoped that no apology or excuse will be made.... I am sure you can come, if you love country or family or friends or your species, come quickly, and take your seat in the General Council. I am ordered by the General Council to make this call.” Although not so well-known as Austin, Houston, and others, Robinson is an important figure in Texas history. At the time this letter was written, he had succeeded Henry Smith as Governor of Texas (second Anglo governor of Texas). Judge, attorney, and San Jacinto veteran, Robinson arrived in Texas at the beginning of 1833 with a letter of recommendation addressed to Stephen F. Austin. He served as a delegate from Nacogdoches to the 1835 Consultation and was elected lieutenant governor of the provisional government of Texas. In 1842 he was captured during Woll’s invasion of Texas and taken to Mexico. He returned to Texas with terms from Santa Anna and probably was able to negotiate a brief armistice. After annexation, he moved to San Diego, California, where he became a prominent attorney and engaged in promoting a railroad line between El Paso and California. For more on Robinson, see Sam Houston Dixon & Louis W. Kemp, The Heroes of San Jacinto (Houston: Anson Jones, 1932); Hobart Huson, District Judges of Refugio County (Refugio, Texas: Refugio Timely Remarks, 1941); and Handbook of Texas Online (James W. Robinson).


Recipient Ira Randolph Lewis (1800-1867), prominent Texas patriot, soldier, and attorney, was Moses Austin Bryan’s father-in-law. Lewis came to Texas in 1831 and served in the Consultation and the General Council of the provisional government. While he was serving on the council in February 1836, he was commissioned a colonel and raised funds and men from the United States. In 1842 he served as a volunteer in the campaign against Adrián Woll. See Handbook of Texas Online (Ira Randolph Lewis).

($750-1,500)

The First Geological Map of Texas

53. ROEMER, Ferdinand. Texas. Mit besonderer Rucksicht auf deutsche Auswanderung und die physichen Verhältnisse des Landes nach eigener Beobachtung geschildert.... Mit einem naturwissenschaftlichen Anhange und einer topographisch-geognostischen Karte von Texas. Bonn: [Printed by Carl Georgi, Bonn, for] Adolph Marcus, 1849. xiv [2] 464 pp., folding lithographed map on heavy paper with geological formations in original color: Topographisch-geognostische Karte von Texas mit Zugrundelegung der geographischen Karte v. Wilson nach eigenen Beobachtungen bearbeitet von Dr. Ferd. Roemer. Bonn bei Adolph Marcus. [Below neat line]: Lith. von Henry & Cohen in Bonn. 55.7 x 48.4 cm (21-7/8 x 19-1/8 inches). 8vo, contemporary three-quarter brown sheep over patterned charcoal boards, spine stamped in gilt: H.G. Slightly shelf-slanted, binding worn and dry, corners bumped (some board exposed), front hinge cracked (but holding strong), text with uniform slight age toning, some splits and repairs to map folds (one very minor loss affecting only three letters of one word), generally a very good copy, with contemporary ink note in German on front free endpaper.


First edition. Basic Texas Books 179. Day, Maps of Texas, p. 51. Dobie, p. 52. Dykes, Western High Spots (“Western Movement—Its Literature”), p. 13. Graff 3549. Howes R407. Raines, p. 177. Vandale 144. On Roemer, see Britannica (11th ed.). Dictionary of Scientific Biography, vol. 11, p. 500-501; Handbook of Texas Online (Ferdinand Roemer). Roemer (1818-1891) is justly celebrated as the father of Texas geology, a title with which the publication of this book endowed him. With a doctorate in paleontology from Berlin, he was well qualified to examine Texas geology when he arrived in 1845 and spent the next eighteen months exploring the central part of the state on a trip sponsored by Alexander von Humboldt and the Berlin Academy. After his return to Germany and the publication of this book, he pursued a career as an academic and as a professional paleontologist.


The map published with this work is the first geological map of the state and in some respects has never been surpassed. Roemer identifies various geological strata by color, such as granite, alluvial, Tertiary, and Paleozoic. This geological data is superimposed on an excellent topographical map that includes a wealth of human detail. He gives an excellent account of the road system, with many towns, settlements, forts, ferries, etc., laid down. Roemer’s map is fundamental to any Texas map collection.


More than a dry scientist, Roemer was also an acute social observer, and this book contains many descriptions of incidents and people he met during his stay. He was especially aware of German immigration to the area, and many of his comments concern their current or potential welfare. His eyewitness account of the treaty negotiations between the Comanche and Baron von Meusebach and Robert S. Neighbors is considered a valuable, intelligent account of those proceedings.


Despite the current fame of the book, it had somewhat languished over the years. Published in Germany in a language not all that widely read in many circles, the text went through only that initial publication until it was discovered by Oswald Mueller, who published the text in English in 1935. That translation has been reprinted several times and, more than likely, the present celebrity of the work is due to it rather than to Roemer’s original publication. Only Raines mentions it before 1935. Despite that history, the book is today recognized as one of the monuments of Texas history.


The Seibert copy (Sotheby’s, New York, 1999) sold to a dealer for $17,000 hammer ($19,500 with buyer’s premium).

($10,000-20,000)

Broadside Extra on the Battle of Lipantitlán

54. SEMINARIO DE MONTERREY. Alcance al Semanario nùm. 80 del jueves 14 de Julio de 1842. [Monterrey]: Imprenta del Gobierno a cargo de Froylan de Mier, [1842]. Broadside printed in three columns. Folio (43.5 x 31.5 cm; 17 x 12-3/8 inches). Creased where folded, some staining and chipping at edge of blank right margin (not affecting text), otherwise very fine. Rare.


First printing of a rare broadside extra relating to the Battle of Lipantitlán on July 7, 1842. Streeter 985.2 (locating only the Yale copy): “The documents here published consist of a brief report from Reyes on the encounter between Mexican forces under Canales and Montero and the Texans, a longer account signed ‘Unos patriotas,’ a congratulatory message from Ortega, Comandante general of Nuevo Leon, and a paean of praise from the editors. Both the Handbook of Texas...and Yoakum call this a Texas victory. Yoakum states that the Texans took up positions in a ravine outside the fort and mentions that the Mexicans captured the flag of the ‘Galveston Invincibles,’ a fact made much of in these documents.”


The battle was fought at Fort Lipantitlán (meaning “Lipan Land”) in the parched brush country of Nueces County. As Streeter indicates, the victor of the battle depends on whom one prefers to believe. The battle was part of the pattern of attack and counterattack between Mexico and the Republic of Texas after the latter’s independence had been attained. James Davis, adjutant general of the Army of the Republic of Texas, and Captain Ewen Cameron led a mutinous, disorganized, ill-supplied body of Texan troops who succeeded in defeating a Mexican force three times its size (or so they said). The Mexican forces were commanded by Antonio Canales Rosillo, the ever-fascinating mastermind of the ill-fated Republic of Rio Grande, a conceptual borderlands republic that would have included Tamaulipas, Nuevo León, Coahuila, and the sub-Nueces portion of Texas. Canales was a political switch-hitter—at times aligned with the Texans, or as here, waging war against them.

($200-400)

55. SEMANARIO POLÍTICO DEL GOBIERNO DE NUEVO LEÓN. Semanario Político del gobierno de Nuevo León. [Monterrey]: Imprenta del Gobierno à cargo de Froylan de Mier, [1842]. Issue for July 14, 1842 (vol. 3, no. 80), pp. 319-322. Folio, printed in two columns. Creased where folded, minor browning along folds on p. 319, some minor browning in blank margins, otherwise very good. With contemporary ink manuscript notation “N. 11” in upper left blank margin of p. 319.


First printing. Not in Streeter. This issue includes a Spanish version of the Texas government’s instructions to its New Orleans delegation requesting assistance from the U.S. to repel the Mexican invasion (pp. 321-322), an anecdote about Sam Houston (p. 322), and an original editorial denouncing continuing Texas resistance and mentioning the Texan–Santa Fé expedition prisoners (p. 322). Periodicals like this are a fugitive but very important source for understanding events in the borderlands and their interpretation by “the Other Side.”

($200-400)

56. SEMANARIO POLÍTICO DEL GOBIERNO DE NUEVO LEÓN. Semanario Político del gobierno de Nuevo León. [Monterrey]: Imprenta del Gobierno á cargo de Froylan de Mier, [1843]. Issue for February 9, 1843 (vol. 3, no. 110), pp. 441-444. Folio, printed in two columns. Old stab holes in blank gutter margins, some light foxing, otherwise as issued.


First printing. Not in Streeter. This Monterrey periodical has more news and commentary on Texas than Mexico. Included is a long, scathing article, assembled from various sources, entitled “Nueva-York 26 de Noviembre Mejico y Tejas” (pp. 442-443) that paints a dismal picture of “la fugitiva vida de la dichosa república de Tejas.” Included are reports on the low condition of the Texas Navy and news and commentary on the capture of the Texan–Santa Fé expedition and General Adrián Woll’s occupation of San Antonio de Béxar. An article dated at Monterrey, February 9, 1843, and entitled “Indios y Colonos” advises that peace has at last been made with the Comanche.

($200-400)

57. TEXAS (Republic). CONSULATE (New Orleans). Printed document completed in manuscript, signed by William Bryan as consul to New Orleans, commencing: Consulate of the Republic [vignette of Lone Star] of Texas. I William Bryan, Consul for the Republic of Texas, for the Port of New Orleans...do hereby certify that [A. G. McNutt is Governor of the State of Mississippi and that his signature to the annexed document is genuine and that as such his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit...]. New Orleans, March 17, 1841. 1 p., small 4to. Chipping to right margin (affecting a few words) and split at folds. With embossed consular seal.


This New Orleans imprint relating to the Republic of Texas is graced by a Lone Star and a variety of type fonts. The printed form indicates a date in the 1830s, but the word “thirty” has been inked out and “forty-one” substituted. The form is signed by William Bryan, secret agent for the U.S. in Texas, diplomat, and important financial backer of the Texas Revolution and Republic. Bryan worked tirelessly to raise money and negotiate financial and legal difficulties for Texas. He was instrumental in the establishment of the Texas Navy, and his negotiating skills avoided a major confrontation between the Republic of Texas and the United States. Bryan was appointed consul to New Orleans by Lamar but was never repaid adequately for the financial and other services he rendered to the Republic. Despite the pivotal role he played in the Revolution and Republic eras, Bryan vanished from the scene of Texas history at annexation. See Handbook of Texas Online (William Bryan).

($200-400)

With a Fine Map of Texas Locating All the Forts

58. UHDE, Adolph. Die Länder am untern Rio Bravo del Norte. Geschichtliches und Erlebtes.... Mit einer Uebersichtskarte. Das Recht der Uebersetzung behält sich der Verfasser vor. Heidelberg: [Printed by Giesecke & Devrient, Leipzig] In Commission bei T. C. B. Mohr, 1861. viii, 431 [1] pp., folding lithographed map: Karte von Texas, Tamaulipas, Nuevo León & Cohahuila im Jahre 1861 von A. Uhde [below neat line]: Steindr. v G. Bordollo in Heidelberg (48.7 x 40.5 cm; 19-1/4 x 15-7/8 inches). 8vo, recent three-quarter blue cloth over contemporary purple and tan mottled boards, spine gilt-lettered, new endsheets. Other than occasional inconsequential foxing, a very fine, clean copy, the map excellent.


First edition, first issue (p. 45 unnumbered). Eberstadt, Texas 864. Howes U6. Palau 343166. Pilling 3948. Raines, p. 208. Tate, The Indians of Texas 517. Uhde, about whom little seems to be known, traveled through Texas and northern Mexico from 1849 to 1855. Among places he visited and comments on are El Paso, Matamoros, Saltillo, Nuevo León, and Tamaulipas. In addition to remarks about the citizenry, he also includes observations about natural features, such as rivers, and industries, especially mining. A large portion of the book is devoted to the history of Europeans in Mexico and Texas, the latter beginning with La Salle, about whose colony he seems quite well-informed. He also writes at length about Mexican political affairs, including lengthy passages on Santa Anna. Uhde includes a rare Carrizo vocabulary (pp. 185-186), a list of unusual words with their explanations in or translations into German (pp. 426-431), and commentary on routes to the California gold diggings. The work was one of the sources for the esteemed Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico (Bureau of American Ethnology; 2 vols.; Washington: Government Printing Office, 1912).


The superb borderlands map, which shows northern Mexico, Texas (sans Panhandle), and eastern New Mexico, is quite detailed and on a somewhat large scale. Symbols keyed to a legend at lower right are designated for towns, capital cities, missions, Texas forts, haciendas, ranches, and Spanish presidios, including dates of establishment. Pickaxes indicate mines, and crossed swords have been placed at battle sites, including Mexican-American War battles fought on Texas soil (Palo Alto and Resaca de Palma), the Alamo, and the 1716 San Saba massacre. Native tribes and geographical features are indicated. Place-names are mostly in English and Spanish rather than German. Uhde’s diligence to accuracy and up-to-date information is evidenced by his inclusion of recently established forts in Texas, such as Fort Cooper, which he dates 1860.

($3,000-6,000)

“The Foundation of a Library of Californiana” (Cowan)

59. VENEGAS, Miguel. Noticia de la California, y de su conquista temporal, y espiritual hasta el tiempo presente.... Madrid: Viuda de Manuel Fernandez, y del Supremo Consejo de la Inquisición, 1757. [24] 240 + [8] 564 + [8] 436 pp., 4 copper-engraved folding maps. 3 vols., small 4to, early nineteenth-century forest green sheep over marbled boards on pasteboard, gilt-lettered red and green spine labels, edges sprinkled, matching marbled endpapers. Binding rubbed, corners bumped (slight loss), and some minor worming. Vol. 1 text block cracked at pp. 82-83 (but holding strong), hinges of vols. 2 and 3 starting but also holding well. The interior and maps are very fine. With small printed bookplate of Jean Hersholt in each volume. Preserved in a very worn quarter green morocco gilt-lettered slipcase with chemise.

Maps:
[1] Mapa de la California su Golfo, y provincias fronteras en el continente de Nueva España, title within pediment cartouche (lower left of cartouche: Is. Peña sculp...[dedication dated 1757]). Three sides bordered by ten pictorial vignettes (missionaries, Baja California natives, and animals). Overall measurement of map with vignettes 37.5 x 31.5 cm; 14-3/4 x 12-3/8 inches. Backed with archival paper, small voids at some folds, overall fine. Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 587. We will exercise restraint and only comment that this is one of the all-time great California maps.

[2] Seno de California, y su costa oriental nuevamente descubierta, y registrada desde el Cabo al las Virgenes, hasta su termino, que es el Rio Colorado año 1747. por el Pe. Ferdinando Consag de la Compa. de IHS, Missiono. en la California. Title within simple scroll cartouche. 31.5 x 28.5 cm; 12-3/8 x 11-1/4 inches. Trimmed close at top margin into neat line and at lower into engraver’s name, otherwise very fine. “The outer frame of the map in vol. 3, facing p. 194, is usually somewhat cut into, either at the top or at the bottom. Any loss of the frame at the top is unimportant as there is no text there. If the loss is at the bottom, the name...might be missing” (Lada-Mocarski). Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 588.

[3] ...Carta de la Mar del Sur, ò Mar pacifico, entre el Equador, y 39½ de latitud septentrional hallada por el Almirante Jorge Anson en el Galeón de Philipinas, que apresò. [At head of cartouche]: Viage de Anson. Lib. 3. Cap. 8 pag. 305. Mapa 33. [Lower right]: Joseph Gonzz. Sculpt. Mti.... Title within simple scroll cartouche. 23.5 x 22.8 cm; 9-1/4 x 9 inches. Very fine. Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 586.

[4] Mapa de la America Septentl. Asia Oriental y Mar del Sur intermedio formado sobre las memorias mas recientes y exactas hasta el año de 1754 [below neat line]: Manuel Rodriguez. Sculpst. Md. Ao. de 1756. Three ornate cartouches against pictorial grounds with costumed groups of Spanish, Asian, and Baja California natives and flora and fauna. 29.8 x 36 cm; 11-3/4 x 14-1/8 inches. Very fine. Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 585.


First edition, intermediate issue (p. 479 only of vol. 2 misnumbered). Barrett, Baja California 2539. Cowan I, p. 238: “This work is considered the foundation of a library of Californiana.” Cowan II, p. 659. Farquhar, The Colorado River and the Grand Canyon 5: “Venegas is the principal source of information about the explorations made by Father Consag in 1746 by which the question of the insularity of California was finally set at rest. Consag’s description of the Gulf of California and the mouth of the Colorado River received wide publicity through the volumes of Venegas.” Graff 4470. Hill II 1767. Howell 50, California 246. Howes V69. Huntington Library, Zamorano 80...Exhibition of Famous and Notorious California Classics 78. Jones 491. Lada-Mocarski 14 (agreeing with the mispagination here): “Much valuable information...on the Russians’ and others’ discoveries in the North Pacific.” LC, California Centennial 6. Libros Californianos, p. 10 (Powell commentary): “The distinction of being the most prized of all California books belongs...to Miguel Venegas’ Noticias.” Mathes, California Colonial Bibliography 50. Medina, Hispano-Americana 3855. Palau 358387. Sabin 98848.


Streit III:663. Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 585-588 (see also note in 483) & pp. 144-147; Spanish Southwest 132: “I have seen it asserted that the object of publishing this book was to counteract some assertions made in Anson’s Voyage [1748], in which some aspersions were cast on the Jesuits, especially about their handling of the natives in the missions in California.... Throughout the work great attention is paid to the geography of the country.” Wheat, Mapping the Transmississippi West 138 & I, p. 85 (citing only map 1 above, but mentioning the others): “A well drawn map, showing the mission and Indian towns of Pimería Alta.” Zamorano 80 #78 (Henry R. Wagner): “Volume III contains extracts from López de Gómara and Torquemada relating to the early explorations on the northwest coast and several articles written by Father Burriel himself. Of these, the most interesting is his account of the construction of the map of California, and of the general map of North America.”


The superb and aesthetic maps in this Venegas’s history of California are highly significant. The most important of the four maps is Consag’s Seno de California (map 2 above). This map is a cornerstone of California cartographical history and of interest to any library or collector with a serious focus on the history of the evolution and resolution of the concept of California as an island. Joseph González engraved Consag’s map of Seno de California to accompany the printed account of Consag’s expedition to the mouth of the Colorado River in 1746. This map conclusively ended the classic cartographic myth that California was an island. Father Kino had previously offered strong evidence that California was not an island and had convinced the foremost contemporary cartographers of his theory. Yet Kino had not proven his claim by actually crossing the Colorado River from Sonora to the California side. Kino’s explorations were not fully accepted by some Spanish explorers and authorities—even Venegas did not concur—until Consag led an expedition to the mouth of the Colorado River in 1746 and rowed completely around the head of the Gulf. The following year Ferdinand VII issued a decree proclaiming that California should no longer be considered an island (see Schwartz & Ehrenberg, The Mapping of America, p. 133). A decade following that admission, this map recording Consag’s discoveries was published in Madrid. Cowan (I, p. 239) wrote that “other than Cabrera, Burriel was the first writer whose sound sense allowed him to reject the apocryphal voyages as unworthy of credit, to restrict northern geography to actual discoveries, and to correctly define in print the peninsula and regions of the Colorado and Gila [Rivers] as far as known.”


The frontispiece map (map 1 above), Mapa de la California su Golfo, y provincias fronteras en el continente de Nueva España, is one of the most handsome maps of California from the colonial period, or any era of California history for that matter. The illustrations framing the map are among the few eighteenth-century printed images of California. According to Dr. W. Michael Mathes, the Native Americans depicted on the maps are from Baja California. They were based upon a combination of sources, partly from verbal description, and some from drawings, such as Tirsch, et al. Burriel based his map on Consag’s latest explorations. The head of the Gulf of California is essentially that of Kino’s 1705 Passage par terre a la Californie (see Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 483), but Kino did not know of Isla Angel de la Guarda, which first appeared on Consag’s map. The Mapa de la California su Golfo was skillfully engraved by Manuel Rodríguez and adorned with captivating vignettes illustrating the flora, fauna, and inhabitants of California and the martyrdoms of Fathers Carranco and Tamaral.


Burriel’s Carta de la Mar del Sur, ò Mar pacifico... (map 3 above) was engraved by Joseph González after Anson’s chart of the Pacific Ocean between the equator and 39°30' north latitude, graduated for latitude (see Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 558 for Anson’s map). Manuel Rodríguez engraved the final map, Mapa de la America Septentl. Asia Oriental y Mar del Sur, a general map of the north Pacific showing America and Asia (map 4 above). Burriel decried the inclusion of this map without his permission because it showed the Delisle fantastic geography of the Fonte voyage.


California 49: Forty-Nine Maps of California from the Sixteenth Century to the Present 15 (Alfred W. Newman) lists Robert de Vaugondy’s 1772 Carte de la Californie (appeared in Diderot’s Enciclopédie), which gives a pictorial summary of the cartographic history of California in five maps on one sheet. Newman states that map 5 of Vaugondy is based upon a Spanish map in Venegas’s book. The Mapa de la California su Golfo is, in turn, based upon Consag’s Seno de California. For more on the maps in this work, see Ernest J. Burrus, La Obra Cartográfica de la Provincia Mexicana de la Compañía de Jesús, 1567-1967 (Madrid: Ediciones José Porrúa Turanzas, 1967. Colección Chimalistac de Libros y Documentos acerca de la Nueva España, Serie José Porrúa Turanzas, 2 vols.—vol. 1 is text, vol. 2 is a folder of 46 maps).


Written by a native Mexican who became a prominent Jesuit priest, this is the first history of the Californias. Although his health denied him the opportunity to serve in California itself, Venegas was able through his contacts in both government and ecclesiastical establishments to secure voluminous research materials upon which to base his work, which remains authoritative to this day. In addition to the expected work in archives and other such collections, to which he had practically unfettered access, he also employed the novel technique of sending surveys to some of the principal actors in California mission work.


Unfortunately, Venegas did his work too well. Finished in August 1739, the manuscript was entitled “Empressas Apostólicas de los PP. Misoneros de la Compañía de Jesús, de la Provincia de Nueva España obradas en la conquista de Californias” and contained 709 pages. Because the manuscript contained potentially damaging revelations about the poor Spanish California defenses, it did not immediately see the light of day but was, as were other such documents, filed and left to languish. A decade later, the manuscript was turned over to Procurator General Pedro Ignacio Altamirano in Madrid for revision and publication. He, in turn, assigned the actual editing to Jesuit savant Andrés Marcos Burriel at Toledo in 1750.


Burriel, using yet more sources made available to him, such as archival documents from the Philippines and Mexico City, brought the narrative down to the mid-1750s. By the time he had finished, the work was over 1,100 pages, considerably rearranged from Venegas’s original, and contained three maps. However, because of Burriel’s effort it was now acceptable for publication, a process that culminated in April 1757, when it was issued with the new title Noticias de California. Ironically, Burriel was not entirely pleased with the effort, objecting particularly to the one map for which he was not responsible as being too inaccurate to publish. Despite those qualms, the rest of Europe was tremendously interested in the work and it was abridged into an English translation (London, 1759; see following item), and from that into Dutch (1761-1762), French (1766-1767), and German (1769-1770).

($10,000-20,000)

60. VENEGAS, Miguel. A Natural and Civil History of California: Containing an Accurate Description of That Country, Its Soil, Mountains, Harbours, Lakes, Rivers, and Seas; Its Animals, Vegetables, Minerals, and Famous Fishery for Pearls. The Customs of the Inhabitants, Their Religion, Government, and Manner of Living...Together with Accounts of the Several Voyages and Attempts Made for Settling California, and Taking Actual Surveys of That Country, Its Gulf, and Coast of the South-Sea.... London: Printed for James Rivington and James Fletcher, 1759. [20] 455 + [8] 387 pp., 8 copper-engraved plates on 4 sheets ([1] Women of California. Men of California; [2] The Cayote or Fox. The Taye or Californian Deer; [3] The Manner of Curing the Sick in California. Sorcerers of California; [4] The Martyrdom of Father Carranco. The Martyrdom of Father Tamaral); folding copper-engraved map, title within small ornate cartouche: An Accurate Map of California Drawn by the Society of Jesuits and Dedicated to the King of Spain [below neat line]: J. Gibson Sculp. (32 x 19.7 cm; 12-5/8 x 7-3/4 inches). 2 vols., 8vo, contemporary brown calf, spine with raised bands and gilt-lettered sepia morocco spine labels, edges gilt-tooled (skillfully rebacked, original spines and labels preserved, new sympathetic endpapers). Binding scuffed and worn, corners bumped (some board exposed), but these flaws are ameliorated greatly due to recent restoration by an expert hand. The interior has uniform light to moderate browning, occasional mild fox marks, and a skillful paper repair to blank margin of vol. 1 frontispiece (infilled and not affecting image or line border). At the top margin of the reverse side of vol. 2 frontispiece is an effaced ink note dated 1769, with some resulting bleed-through to the printed caption above the frontispiece and a thin strip along the top of the image. Both volumes bear old ink inscriptions on the titles (two of which are partially effaced). One of the ink inscriptions is that of Charles Shoemaker, dated April 27, 1799. The plates have light offsetting from adjacent text and the martyrdom plate is foxed. The folding map has been neatly reinforced at folds. Overall a very good set.

First English edition of preceding. This translation, as the preface makes clear, was published to whet English appetites to conquer the territory. Barrett, Baja California 2536. Cowan I, pp. 237-238: “These four plates appear to have issued with but a few copies of the work, as two is the number usually found.” Cowan II, p. 658. Graff 4471. Hill I, vol. I, p. 307: “This first translation gave the English-speaking world its earliest thorough account of the little-known areas of the west coast of North America. This work has been cited as the first book in English completely devoted to California.” Howell 50, California 247. Howes V69. Jones 499. Norris 4070. Palau 358390. Sabin 98845. Streeter Sale 2435. Wagner, Cartography of the Northwest Coast 587n (noting that Gibson’s map is entirely different from Mapa de la California su Golfo, y provincias fronteras en el continente de Nueva España). Wagner, Spanish Southwest 132a: “The map was engraved by J. Gibson, and has most of the inscriptions in Spanish, only a few being Anglicized.”


Some of the attractive plates are reworkings and enlargements of the vignettes that appeared on the frontispiece map of the original edition printed in Madrid in 1757 (see preceding entry). One of the images has been reversed. Usually this work is found with two plates, but occasionally a copy will have four plates, as in the present copy.

($3,000-6,000)
61. WALKER, Bernard N. O. Yon-Doo-Shah-We-Ah (Nubbins). By Hen-Toh (Wyandot). Oklahoma City: Harlow Publishing Co., 1924. [6] 73 pp., photographic frontispiece of author in tribal dress, text vignettes throughout. 12mo, original brown pictorial cloth. Light shelf wear, top edges a bit rough where opened carelessly, faint marginal waterstaining to text, text block split between pp. 30-31 (but holding strong). A good to very good copy.


First edition. Hen-Toh (1870-1927), whose birth name was Bertrand N. O. Walker, was a Wyandot writer of exceptional talent. His works were never widely circulated and are little known to the reading public today. From 1890 until his death in 1927, Hen-Toh worked in the Indian Service except for brief intervals. He taught for ten years in federal Indian schools in California and Arizona and at the Seneca Industrial School near his home. After 1901 he was a clerk at various Indian agencies but spent most of his time at the Quapaw Agency, which served the Wyandots. This was his last book, and it is much scarcer than his first book (Tales from the Bark Lodges). In these poems, Hen-Toh employed dialect humor, long popular among Native American writers who were born in the old Indian Territory.

($200-400)
62. WALL, Bernhardt. Following Andrew Jackson 1767–1845. Lime Rock [but Houston, according to Wall’s notes on inserted etcher’s slip], 1937. 46 colored etchings on heavy wove paper (plus cover etching and etcher’s slip), most signed in pencil by Wall. Small 4to, original grey cloth over plain grey boards, etching on upper cover (hand bound by Wall). 2 etchings detached. Very fine in Wall’s grey dust wrapper with etched paper label on spine (jacket slightly browned). Signed presentation copy: “To Harold D. Hahl, Esq., with my best regards and wishes. Bernhardt Wall, May 3, 1937.” Preserved in Wall’s grey board and grey cloth case (with old tape reinforcement that should be removed).


Limited edition (#3 of 100 copies). Weber, Following Bernhardt Wall, p. 43: “The plates for this book were etched at Houston and printed and bound at Lime Rock [etcher’s printed slip in this copy indicates this copy was created entirely in Houston]. It is dedicated to Herbert Godwin, Esq., ‘Tennessean by birth, Texan by adoption, a public-spirited citizen and lover of the arts.’” One of the plates has a tipped-in two-cent postage stamp with Jackson’s portrait.
($2,000-4,000)
Trial Issue with 261 Etchings by Bernhardt Wall
63. WALL, Bernhardt. The Odyssey of the Etcher of Books. Sierra Madre, California, 1945. 261 etchings on heavy laid paper (almost all in colors), interleaved with protective tissue sheets bearing Wall’s manuscript ink number at top right of each sheet, many of the etchings signed by Wall. 4to, original green cloth over binding board, small gilt square at each corner of covers, 2 gilt-lettered cloth spine labels. Front joint with three small splits, upper hinge cracked (stitching is strong), occasional mild browning not affecting plates. A fine copy in original plain tan dust wrapper with etched paper spine label. The etchings are uniformly pristine.


Limited edition (trial copy #4 of 8, in an edition of 50 signed copies). Wall’s etched slip tipped in at front states that the plates were etched in Connecticut, Florida, Texas, and Tennessee, but printed and bound by him in Sierra Madre. Weber, Following Bernhardt Wall, p. 44 (noting that the regular edition contained only 27 plates, but commenting that a collector has a copy with “no fewer than 260 etchings”). This book is one of the more unusual books in conception, design, illustration, and binding. The Odyssey contains the etchings Wall considered his best and most representative work, including his dramatic large-size portrait of Abraham Lincoln, generally conceded to be his top print. If a collector or library is confined to owning only one etched book by Wall, this is the one.


In Walliana, Wall describes the book as “The best of my etchings in Prose, Poetry and Pictures, done in 30 years of the art of etching.” Lowman, Printing Arts in Texas, p. 28: “[Wall (1872-1953) was] a gentle, patient, sensitive man who was, by any standard, a well-rounded artisan. Wall wrote and illustrated his books, designed them, etched the plates, printed and signed each etching, then cut, folded, gathered, sewed, bound, lettered, and labeled them.”

($3,000-6,000)

One of the Fifty Texas Rarities

64. WOODMAN, David. Guide to Texas Emigrants. Boston: Printed by M. Hawes, For The Publishers, 81 Cornhill, near the N.E. Museum, 1835. vi [13]-192 pp. (p. 59 misnumbered 29), copper-engraved plate (The Buffalo Hunt [lower left]: Painted by A. Fisher [lower right]: Engraved by W. E. Tucker; 7.8 x 9.9 cm; 3-1/4 x 4 inches), folding copper-engraved map on onionskin paper with original hand coloring (Map of the Colonization Grants to Zavala, Vehlein & Burnet in Texas, Belonging to The Galveston Bay & Texas Land Co. [Lower right below neat line]: S. Stiles & Co. N.Y. 23 x 30 cm; 9 x 11-3/4 inches; inset map at lower right: Plan of the Port of Galveston, Made by Order of the Mexican Government. By Alexander Thompson of the Mexican Navy in 1828. 8.2 x 13.8 cm; 3-1/4 x 5-1/2 inches, grants colored in green, pink, and yellow). 12mo, modern three-quarter brown morocco over marbled boards. Title slightly browned with minor paper losses supplied (not affecting text) and with ink stencil of Mercantile Library Boston and remains of their ink oval stamp. Title and first leaf mounted on stubs, light waterstaining to upper corners of first few signatures (not affecting text), occasional contemporary ink markings scattered throughout. The map, which is detached, is very good to fine (creased where formerly folded and slight losses at fold line, expertly deacidified and restored, reinforced with minor additions in modern pen and ink facsimile). Engraved plate very fine. Overall, a good to very good and complete copy of a book genuinely rare, and difficult to find complete.


First edition. American Imprints 35502. Bradford 6000. Brinley Sale 4747. Clark, Old South 3:117. Fifty Texas Rarities 12. Graff 4737. Howes W647. Phillips, American Sporting Books, p. 413. Rader 3731. Raines, p. 222. Sabin 105111. Streeter 1177. Vandale 197. This small book was almost assuredly sponsored by the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company, which at the time was actively promoting its Texas holdings in both America and Europe. The basic text is their Address to the Reader of the Documents Related to the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company, Which Are Contained in the Appendix (New York: G. F. Hopkins & Son, 44 Nassau Street, January 1, 1831), which is cited on p. [1]. Woodman states that he is using it here by “making it the text for such comments upon the present condition of the country as the change of circumstances and relations require.” In expanding the basic document, Woodman has included numerous articles from newspapers and letters written to describe Texas and the company’s lands.


Although apparently a hack writer about whom almost nothing is known, Woodman had a way with words. In his introduction he remarks: “The difference between the condition of the farmers in New England and Texas may be summed up in a few words. Here, the owner is at work for the support of his beasts the whole year round; and there, the cattle are at work the whole time for the profit of the owner. There, the cattle are the slaves of their master; and here, the master is the slave of his beasts” (p. iv). The genuine problem that Woodman must address, however, and what may have formed some of the impetus for the publication of this work, is contained in pp. 97-113, wherein questions that had arisen concerning Mexican immigration laws and the security of the company’s title to its lands are covered. The main vehicle for such criticism was the anonymous Visit to Texas (Streeter 1155). On the whole, this publication is very favorable in its descriptions of the company’s lands and the prospects of those immigrating to them.


The handsome copper-engraved plate of a buffalo is a very early engraving of a Texas scene. Alvan Fisher (1792-1863), the artist who created the engraving, appears to have drawn inspiration from Titian Peale’s American Buffaloe (1832). William E. Tucker (1801-1857), who engraved the plate, worked in Philadelphia between 1823 and 1845 “He was an excellent engraver in line and stipple” (Fielding, p. 281). The excellent map that appears in this rare guide is also found on a large broadside of the Galveston Bay & Texas Land Company (Streeter 1164).

($15,000-30,000)

